
season. Yhc time, :?ovierrer, ?vas f a s t  q , roackl~rLg :vkLen i t  i7cz13 be i :ceasar;. t o  

l a y  ir, t3e  ~ c ; 2 ~ ~ l y  O i '  f i renood f o r  t%e s u c c e e d i ~ ~  n i n t e ~ .  l ' a i l i n ~  i n  e-rerg 

t o  dra7:i t h e  s o l d i e r s  or?> ~ ~ l d  i n t o  aiitush -::3d Sloud acr: h i s  a l l i e s  i l ~ d  d e t s  m i n e d  

t o  concent ra te  tll of xke i r  forcec  o b o ~ t  -ior.t iLe..meg tind ~ ! t t c r l y  des t roy  i t ,  

an3 t ' re~?  ~ r o c e e d  t o  t2.e ot5-er p o s t s ,  Iieco an: ".ith, ;.kith - ~ o u l d  be e a s i l y  

overcone. n l l  of  t h a t  s m e r  t h e  e n t i r e  ;'J;romiw country ,[as kept  i n  a  s t a t e  

o f  t e r ~ . o r ,  t r a v e l  on t h e  i.:ontann t r a i l  vras u t t e r l y  abendoned e;.ce2t by t L e  

a t  t h e  t i x e  when iied Cloud n o t i l i z e d  l i i s  array on t h e  slo;>es o f  t hc  iig Eorn 

about i k i l  iLe rney ske ,;.ood c u t t  3::; a t  Piney I s l and  was r e smed .  

"The wood mas t o  be c u t  and de l ive red  n t  tkt; f o r t  by  a c i v i l i a n  01-itfit which 

3.;;;c! sn t e red  l n t o  a contr.*ct ai;k tk; 5 ov,:sment f o r  t k e  y i rpose .  Cne oi t h e  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  of  t he  con t rkc t  :i,s  lot fyi? ~: i~~ctn ie~l  \:ere f o  b e  i-u::rded 2nd p ro t ec t ed  

Ly t he  s o 1 d i ~ r s .  ,,ood c ~ t t i ~ l ~  berac  on tl-e L l s t  o f  Jxlg, 1%7, and Cz~ptzin and 

Zrelret :,:a J o r  J a ~ c s  ,;. i - o v ~  11, cormanding CcrA+n>- C of t:!e 2~;:enty-ssveutk i ~ i f z n t r y ,  

a 22-i.t cf tk.e cor:man~i nhich h a t  b u i l t  t he  f o r t  2nd t o  ;il;ich 2 c t t e m a n  ane h i s  

men belonced, y : ~ t s  d e t a i l e d  7::ith L i s  c3rq,ang t o  cuard the  c o n t r s c t o r l s  s s r t y .  

, , r r i v i n ~  st : i ~ c y  Islznd, sone scT:er: mil ss f r c c  the  20s t ,  Powcll f c m d  that t k e  

c c n t r e c t o r  h:.d divider! h i s  Kelz i n t o  t a o  p a r t i ~ s ;  one had i t s  h e a d q u a ~ t e r s  cn a 

ka re ,  t r e e l e s s  2rid corn;:amtively l m e l  p l a i n ,  >erl:;.;s 1,030 yards a c r o s s ,  iykich 

ivcs sur:ounded by 10:7 h i l l s ,  b:.cked by  rno1cntains f a r t i - c r  avay. This  *I; .s an  

a h i r a b l e  2 l ~ c e  t o  F r e x  tlr-e 1,erds o f  ~riuies rcqui red  t o  hau l  t h e  aarolls. 11s 

w i l l  be s e e c  i t  could be a l s o  turned i n t o  a s t r o n ~  d e f e m i v e  pos i t i on .  The o t h e r  
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camp w . s  i n  t h e  t h i c k  of  t he  p ine  woods ebout  2 m i l e  / away, ec ros s  t h e  c reek  a t  
i 

t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  mountain. This  d i v i s i o n  of l ~ b o r  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a d i v i s i o n  o f  f o r c e ,  

which vias a misfor tune ,  bu t  t k i s  could no% be avoided. .:o;7cll s e n t  txelve xen 

m 5 e r  a ncn-cor.missioned o f f i c e r  t o  ~ u n r d  t k e  c ~ r - 2  i r i  t he  ~:oods r=r:c! d e t a l l c d  

or-v t h i r t e e n  meL a i t h  another no;l-cm~iSssione A.lcer  t o  e s c o r t  t h e  ~ o o d  t r a i n  t c  and 


