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”ghe total ferece, therefore, including cfficers and citizens, under
wzs elghty-one. Just the numter with which he had agreed
to ride throush the whole Zioux nation. 1o one in the command scemed 1o have the
least idea that any force ¢f Indi=ns, howsver gfreat, could overcome them. Captain
Fetterman, instead of leading his men directly to the woed irain cn the scuth
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gide. Perhaps he hoved thet he could take the Indians in reverse, when he rounded
the western end of the hills, and externinets them betwe 1 his ovmn itrcops and the

guard of the wood train, whieh 211 told comprised some ninety men. +ois nmovement

was noticed from the fort, but as it involved no discbedience of orders and ss

it might be considered cood tactical msneuver no o, prehension wus felt becuase of

it.

*The Indians surrounding the wood train were well served by their scouts,
and when they found that Fetterman's force wie advancing on the other side of the
hill, they immediately .ithdrew from the wood train, which zently broke corral
«nd made its way to the Tiney, some seven miles to the west of the fort, unmolested
A8 Fetterman's troops disappeared dowvm the valley an 4Leyo; lLQlunS were
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