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probable that the entire Indian force approximated 3,000 warriors, who were daily
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growing / more hostile and more and more reckless. The general direction of

the entire campaign was in the hunds of Red Cloud; Crazy Lo*s:, trOLgh inferior

in so *“l standin: to Lien Afraid, wes Red Cloud's pr1n01pal lleUue,not among, the

Oclalas and Homan Nose from amon; the Cheyennes. Black Koop wee this recognized

leader of the Missouri Eiver Ipdians. It wes ne small task to provision Red Cloud's

camp and supply them with amrmunition, yei Le munaged his cormi.sary sc admiravly
that throushout the two years of the campaicn there was no suffering avong his
people and no shortage of cumunition., Hunting parties were sent into the buffalo

ranges who brought in an stundence of meat und enough of his friends were "good

|in an alundance of meat and enough of his friends vere "good Indisns," staying asboul

tre agenciss, to secure @ supply of ermunitien, which was sscrctly Lorne avay

to the Lostile camp, to keep his arsenal well stocked. The :o0o0d ;ﬁdians, too,

found & ready market for the wobes cnd furs whiech the hostiles took, znd th= returns

from these eked oub Lis subsistence. In cvery respeetv fed {leoud subsisted and

inped his army betier than ¢id the United Ztates government its forlorn hope

Ly this time all of the warehouses at tlie new fort were Tinished and it wes

cstimaeted trat cne large wood train would furnish enourlht logs ite finish the
»ospital, which aleone necded aitention Impressed by rowell's report, alter an

affzir on the afternoon of the 19th of Decemier, Currington himsell accompanied

the lumber train of December 20th, built a tridge geross tce Piney Island o facili-

il

tate quick hauling and returned to the fort %o prepure for one more, ithe las

H
trip. Lo Indians appeared on trat dste. 4 lerge amount of fire wood, inciuding
all of the slave from tie szwmills, hud been accumulsted. Carringlon wes a man

so prudent.indeed as to create pTreat dissatisfaclion among
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his subordinates. 3Jcme of therm, including Fetterman and Irown, offered with

eirhty men to ride through the entire Cioux nation. Currington was wise encugh

to utter destruction . Marmunition was running

ad
iow, there was at one time only forty rounds & m:n available. Repeated requesis



