-

Sheridan. It was the 1éth of July when he selected the site and besan active

operations in the construction of Fort Thil Keazrney. The post was alout four

miles from the focot of the lig liorn lountsins and upon & 1itile prairie knoll,
ufficiently free from timber to render it easily defensible from skulking

Indiens. He bezan operations by buildirg a stron: stockade and then, more at
< - J i} - 3

t

N

leisure, undertook the ercciion ol the focrt proper. convenient timber
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wus about seven miles distant, on an island, in the Iig Piney Creck, directly west

oi tk. fort, and without any intervening hills, rendering the road for hauling

timber and wood convenient and easy. lle set up his sawmille at Piney Islsnd. There
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were several foothills near tc the fort site, one of which wes nomed Sullivant /
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nill, another Lodge ‘reil Lill, upon the surmite of which lookout sentinels were
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established. Sullivant was almost directly west of the ort and just to the

right of the orad to *he wood islind. Pilot hill wes esst of the fori and Just
across the Little Tiney Creck. Lake Delmet, about seven miles to the southeast.
ffrom the very first location at Fort Phil Ke'rney, Red Cloud end Man Afrsid, at

¢lalas, and Medicine Man, with & lorge party of

the Lead of the tands of the
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Zheyennes, lesan to hang abouv the post to intimidate and tuntalize the soldiers,
ttacking every train thetl zppeured on the Monianz rozsd, =and generally rendering
life turdensome Lo all of the whites in that secticn, Within z few daye they
grew belder and i1 was found unsafe for any white per-on to be outside of the
stockade unless profected by a large Jetzclhment of military. i tezr could not
te sent to the wood yard, nor a load of hay trousckt in from tic mezdows without it
was accompanied with a strong suzrd. The Tirst hunters sent out came in

the vicinity no
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themselves hunted and though tler
hunter was brzve enougk o stalk it. 4 reign of terror grew up amon: tkhe civilians
80 tnat no one wventured slone oulside of the stockade. an uttsck micht bte looked
for a1 any moment an%.uhen conditions seemed rost propitious and the danger the

lezst to te expected it was usually the most imminent. 01ld Jim Irideer, the well

known frontiersman, was in the fort and héﬁescribed the situation when he said,



