
St,Paul  ?&inn, June 1 1929 

Pro:. PT.S.Campbel1 . 
Unive , i t y  of Oklahoma 
Norman Oklahoma, 

Dear sir: , . 

Your p leasan t  l e t t e r  gives  me uuch p leasure  and t o  know t h a t  

you are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  nor th  p l a i n s  t r i b e s e l  ~ h r  not  s u r e  how- 

lever t h a t  I can h e l p  you much i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  quer r i e s  you make, 

V i s i t i n g  back and f o r t h  by t h e  t r i b e s  was common, p a r t i e s  being 

/ c a r e f u l  t o  watch t h e i r  sca lps  a s  soon as out of n igh t  of t h e i r  
I 

gues ts  homes,It w a s  a cormon custom f o r  Dakotas from south  t o  

i s i t  the  jkndan and Bidatsa  v i l l a g e  -a-f i s + g ~ k  v i l l a g e  w a s  * a - *IL- 

j o i n t  t r i b e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  t r i b e s  %ere weakened down) i n  

t h e  autumn and b a r t e r  f o r  vegqtables -beans and corn and squash- 
P L ^ . C - . . r i l " X -  -(, " -  * -.. *- " - , -*v+-** * *-.*<" -". -=* 

and f o r  tobacco. There w a s  q u i t e  a considerab'le t r a d e  of t h i s  
~~1~~~ r - *,' '* 

kind,  Z L-2 6-d u a c e . c u n 6  Y 
The b e s t  answerAwill bg my r e p o r t s  when they a r e  a l l  out,  and 

A 

I a m  hard a t  work on them now, Was j u s t  i n  New York two weeks 

s ince ,a r rang ing  some d e t a i l s ,  I presume you have seen the  f o u r  

publ ished,  There i s  q u i t e  a considerable  amount of mat ter  on the  

quest ion of t h e  t r i b e s 1  b a r t e r  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  unpublished ms, 

I have r e a l l y  had a r a t h e r  narrovv experience with Indians,  
I became convinced when w r i t i n g  a s e r i e s  of ch i ld ' s  books that 
t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  materiar with the  Indian f e e l ,  t h e  Indian co lo r  
t o  uae as sources.  I undertook t h e  s tudy o f  j u s t  one Indian 
family i n  order  t o  g e t  concrete  s t o r i e s  t o  ao use, A s  i t  develop- 
ed, no one seems t o  have h i t  upon t h a t  method of s tudy and thtMu- 
s e w  backed me w i t h  expense g r a n t  while  I worked a t  i t ,  Later  as 
t h e  w o ~ r k  seemed valuable  enough t o  suggest i t ,  I abandoned my 
idea  of c h i l d ' s  books and devoted the  ea r s  t o  g e t t i n g  recorded 
t h e  l i f e  of Naxfdiwiac and ~ s & c a m a e t l i  c i c  i n  concrete  t a l e s  and 
i n  t h e i r  own language, 

I 
Webb Publishing Co, of S t .  Paul  has bublished 6or  me an  

i d e a l i z e d  biography o f  the  l i f e  of ~daxl'diwiac or Zuffalobird-  
woman. mhether i t  has much m a t e r i a l  you can use I doubt; but 
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