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In the mythology of mny primitive notions, from the sncient Hindu
to our own Indisn trites, the rurtle or tortoise is the su porter of
the carth, the tl s on whose brek resis the turdén 0 the vwhole live
ins universe. + rveason for tiis is Tound in the ~mphiblous chzructer
o the *urtle, which renders it ecually =t home on lund =nd in the
water, nnd in its pecullar shape, which ws held to be typlesl of the
world, *he world itsel? belne concelved s » hure turtle suirming
in - limitlens ocean, the dome of the sky being its u.per shell, znd
the fl2t surface of the earth being the bony bresstpliote of the :nimal
while inclosed between thom was the livine body, the human, anim:l,
and vegetsl crestion. In Hindu mytholosy, when the gods :re resdy
to destroy menkind, the turtle will grow weary =nd sink under his
lo=¢ «nd then the waters w111 rise -nd © deluge will overwhelm the
earth. |

ihe belie” in the turtlc us the upholdér o the carth wus conuonm
to ©11 the . lgonquisn trites, to which belong the rupaho : nd Cheyenne,
and to the northern Irojuoi:n tribes. Tarthquakes were c.used by his
shifting his position from time to time. In their plctographs the tur-
tle wss Ire uently *he symbol of the earth, =«nd in thelr proyers it
wns soretirss nddressed 25 mother. The rost honored clsan zs the dure
tle clan; the o=t sacred spot 1ﬁ the‘Algonqui~n territory was Mack-
inew, the "Islnnd of the Great Turtle;” the févcrite mnedicine btowl of
their doctors 1s the shell of = turtle; the turtde 1s pichuired
orn the ghost shirts of the ..r:phho, and farther south im Oklshora it is
the recornized stock Yrond by which it is known thst = horse or cow

telongs to one of the hisboric Delswarc tribe.



