
GLADYS and REGINALD 

INTERPRETATIVE INDIAN DANCERS 

Cadaho @ 

Colchester ,  Conn, 
3ecember 12,  1336 

N r ,  V i ,  6 .  C p g b e l l ,  
Universi ty  of Okla$loma, 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Dear ILr. Campbell: 

I wonder i f  you have ever hearci of J ~ s e p h  G r i i l ' i s ,  o r  'l'ahan, 
I met h i m  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  years  ago at  h i s  home i n  Vermont, but 
he is an old-timer,  e ighty-s ix  years  old,  who has ' l e d  one of 
t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and con t ras t ing  l i v e s  I have ever neard 
of. He is  h a l f  Osage anci r i i s  f a t h e r  was C a l i f o r n i a  Joe,  Be 
w a s  cap t~ l red  by Kiowas ahen about two years  o ld ,  ana l i v e d  
wi th  them t i l l  a younb man. de claims t o  have k i l l e d  Najor 

--. \ E l l i o t  a t  t h e l a s h i t a a f f a i r  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  that w a s  c a p  
tu red  by s o l d i e r s  and recognized as part white,  iie was p u t  
i n  t h e  c a r e  of some farmers who were G O  " c i v i l i z e "  him, but 
he ha ted  t h e  confinement ana e a c a ~ e d ,  joining a oanu of rene- 
gades,  made up of outcas t  Indians and a few whi tes ,  viho t e r r o r -  
ized  t h e  Fla ins  f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  lie f i n a l l y  servea as a 
government scou t ,  but hau a fi ,ht  w i t h  an o i l t icer  who ins i l l tea  
h i s  Indian wife ,  and ueser ted.  He had a  p r i c e  on his beaa 
f o r  a number of years but w a s  eventual ly  yaraonea by r r e s i a e n t  
Cleveland. He f e l l  i n  wi th  t h e  Sa lva t ion  m y  i n  Ontario,  
learned  t o  read and w r i t e  and w a s  s e n t  as a missionary t o  Xhe 
Seneca Indians ,  La te r  he  w a s  head of t h e  Eres'uyterian missions 
i n  Oklahoma, but he  r e f  used t o  abiae  by some of t h e  churchts 
r egu la t ions ,  such as demanding t h e  Ina ians  t o  cu t  t f ie i r  Llair, 
cease s a i n t i n g  t h e i r  f a c e s ,  e t c . ,  and resigned from t h e  board, 
he has been l e c t u r i n g  f o r  a nmber of years now, 

I n  1915 Tahan wrote t h e  s t o r y  02 n i s  l i f e ,  but i n  o rae r  to  s e l l  
i t  had t o  agree t o  change a number of th ings  which maae t h e  
whites and t h e  government look a b i t  of f  color.  Becently ne 
has w r i t t e n  a new book, which is not e n t i r e l y  his biography, 
b u t  dea ls  wi th  016 times w i t h  whicn he was f m i l i a r ,  ana wnere 
h i s  personal  memoirs a r e  r e l a t e d  h e  has t o l d  them as they 
r e a l l y  ha,?ened. He i s  now i n  New York t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  h i s  
book but  is  rlu,ning i n t o  t h e  sane old thing;  tney ao not  want 
t o  p r i n t  anything which takes  away from t h e  sainthood of t n e  
white  r a c e ,  t h e  kovernment ana t h e  army. But t n i s  time ne 
refuses  t o  change t o  s u i t  t h e  puDlishersl  t a s t e s  ana he  cannot 
a f f  ora  t o  p r i n t  t h e  book on his own. 

So I am wondering i f  you vould have any suabeszions t o  OI I  e r  
as t o  publ i shers  who might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r e a l ,  personal  
s t o r y  of t h e  old kes t .  Your s t o r i e s  c e r t a i n l y  l e I t  out notning 
of t h e  t r u t h  t o  save a few s i l l y  gee l ings  and s o  I thou+ht of 
you, It i s  high time people learned t h e  t r u t h  even i P  i t  ubes 


