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- Pusimataha (apushim-alhtsha, 'the saplinz is ready, or finished, for him,"'--
Halbert.) = ncted Chretaw, of unknown ancestry, born on the -. banik of Koxuba creek
in Zioxubee co., niss., in 1764; died at sashington, D. C., Dec. 4, 1l&:4., Belore

. N et

he wi.s 20 yezrs of ar& istin-uished himse=1lf 1n an expsditlon agtinst the Usage,

=S 1 . prrmt————

w. of the wi 51s310p1. The boy disappesared earl’ in a conflict that Tasted all day,
and ot rejoinins the Choctaw werriors was jesered at snd accused of cowardice, where-
lon sushmateha replied, "Le. vhose laugh who carn show more scalps than I can,” forth-
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with npoduging

scalns, shiech he *threw upon the round--the r-sult of & single=-
hended cnsla «ht on the enemy's rear hiis incident gained for him the name "Earle”
and won for him a ghieftuincy; later he became mingo of the Cklahanuali or 3iX _owns®
district of the Choctaw, and exercised much influence in promoting frieudly relaticns
S '1th ihe wiritess althouzh rsnerally vicotrious, Pussmateha’s war party on cne cc-
cusion going alonz at nizht to a tonacua (Tawekoni?) vil aze, killingz seven men with
iis own hand, and settin: fire to s veral houses. Durin: th= next twe years he mads
three rmore expeditions against the smme neople, addinz eizht scalps to his treophies.
vinen Tecumseh visited tha Cheoetaw in 1811 to persuade them tc join in an uprising
.. 2z she americans, Pushmataha stronzly opnosed the movement, and it was largely
#Throuzh his influences that the Shawnee chief's mission amons uAlS trive failed.
uring the #ar of 1212 most of the Choctaw became friendly to the Lnited otates
throush the opposition of ‘ushmataha and John Fitehlynn to a n.outral courss, -ush-
mat-ha heing allesed to have said, on the lest day of a ten days' ccuncil: “The reeks
were once our friends. they rave Jo'nwd the snzl sh and we must now follocw different
trzils. . hen our fathers took the hand of ~ashingbon, they told him the Choctaw
would s2lways be friends of nis H“thn and Pusimatsha cun not be false to thier
ppomises. 1 am now ready to i ht ageinst both th saglish and the Jreeks. lie was
at the head of 200 w . rriocrs du in: tﬂb war, sngaginv in 24 fir-hts and servin. under
Jackson'’s eye i the Fensacola campails in 1813, with sbout 1o JChoctaw warricrs
he jcined Gen, Cdaiborne and distincuished himse lf in the at&ack and defeat ol the
>ore.ks under .eatherford at sdantchati, or roly Lround, on -labamar., ..la., .nile
aidin - the .nited Stztes trocps he was so rigid in nl( discipline that he soon suc-
aeded in convsrting his wild warriors into dfflclen soidiers, waile for nis snergy
in fizonting the Jreeﬁs and aemlizlf be beuame popularly :nown to ths whites as "lhe
Inaldn general.” Pus ~ataha mn-d the tre=ties of wov. 18, 1308; vet. 24, 1816; and,
Cet. 13, \;§;, _In ne;otiatiu; the lazi treaty, at Doek's Stand "he dispiayed much
diwl:ﬁacy and s owed a business eapacity equal tc that of len. ““ckson against wohcm
he w.s piltted, in drivins & sharp baPgain. ™ Ian he went to .as 11n -ion o 3
tiste anoliher trsaty in binalfl of his tribu. Fol a hrief visit o Lo quLuUd
"Sthen atl tho canital, Jushmat- ha breazme ill and died ithin 4 hours. In uccordance
wity his recuest ho wes buricd cith military lhcenors, s oreesssian of 2,000 »n.rscns,
vy =nd civilian, zceoupanicd b Sresid-nt Jdcubou, folicwins his remains to
“ssicnal Jumetcry. o smaft beering the Bollowing inscriptions wes erccied over
his grave: ‘'Jushratehs a Choctaw chief Ti s n.re, .his momumont to his memory i
szrzcted by his brothsr chiefs who were associated with him in a dslegation from their
nEticn, ia thoe year 13 to the Uoneral Covernment of lhc JUnited States.” “Fusiena-
taha wes = worrior of cr.st Adistinction--ile was wise in council--sloriz an
@, =nd on all occasions, and und.r zll circumstanc:s, cnite
dlCd in ‘as’inzton, on the z4th of D.ce b» s lJNi,
cral cackson T're
Tushmatzha ﬁnd bravest ;ndian
& z.' v ocn bim in the .enate, uttercd the wards

\dolon of oancks, in nrorouneins a o
Vrozardine his wisdom, 2is slouence, is trééndsnip for e whites that «locrw rd
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