
t r e a t y  promising protection of l i f e ,  person, acd property, could not be 

ca r r ied  out. A t  Standing Rock the emr t  of Indian Offenses was j u s t  

and impartial  althoush the  Judgments were ofter. severe. The judges always 

punished any person brought before them on the  pr inciple  t h a t  they would 

not have  bee^ a r res ted  i f  not g u i l t y  of some offense. Eo~vever, there  was 

sense i n  t h i s  f o r  every time an Indian criminal was released it proved 

an enc~uragement t o  crime by 0th-rs. 

As time .went on t he  indian police had t o  be increased i n  nmber 

for  it was no unusual th ing fo r  sone Indian t o  ge t  a b i t  hu r t  and take 

it out on anyone who crossed h i s  pe.th. (Thunder Hawk) 

Decision of the Supreme Court: The Court had no ju r i sd ic t ion  
6 

over Indian ofTenders asa ins t  I ~ d i a c s . "  

I n  addi t ion t o  the  guard house, sto2page of ra t ions  was a common 

punishment t o  the  Indians, but t h i s  vias only a punishment t o  t he  innocent. 

The offender simply v i s i t ed  h i s  f r iends  who t rea ted  him as  a hero, while 

h i s  wife and chi ldren starved a t  home. Confinement i n  the guard house, 

although not a t  f i r s t  reyarded a s  a d i s ~ r a c e  or involving any stoppage 

of food, i n  time becume o cause of r id icu le .  From Indian standpoints 

the  offences fo r  which they were punished were r o t  offences a t  a l l  and 

the  a ~ e n t  appeared i n  the  l i g h t  of a tyrant .  In view of t h i s  fee l ing  

on the  p a r t  of the  tribesmen the  law i n  the  Indian police i s  a l l  the  

more remarkable. Crimes understood t o  be crimes by the  Indians were 

of r a r e  occurence. 

I n  1882 Red Cloud under the influence of squaw ;n.en and white men 

on and off the  reservation,  t r i e d  t o  defy the goverrsnent. The Indian 


