
Horse s t ea l i ng  was one of thc  g rea t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  on the  reservation.  

For generations the Indian had believedthe s t ea l i ng  of a horse from an un- 

f r i end ly  t r i b e  was a highly c red i tab ly  action.  Even today, i n  Dakota, 

horse s t ea l i ng  between Indians goes on t o  some ex ten t ,  a hangover f roni t h e  

cays of old. This has o f ten  hampered me i n  my research. After t r ave l l i ng  

miles t o  see  some o ld  ch i e f ,  I would f i n d  t h d t  he had been ca l led  t o  the 

witness on a horse s t e a l i n g  case  a t  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  o r  the  county seat .  

The horse involved was probably worth t en  dollars.  l i f t e r  going on t h e  

reservat ions ,  Indians commonly made no protes t  aga ins t  res to r ing  horses taken 

from w5ite nen, but offered loue objection t o  giving up animals taken.from 

2 forrn2rly hos t i l e  t r i b e ,  pointing out t h a t  those Indians had robbed them 

repeatedly and m i g h t  be e x ~ e c t e d  t o  do t h i s  again. Horse s t e a l i n g  went on 

long a f t e r  Indian wars were over. The Indian pol icemn had t o  work against  

public opinion i n  r - s t o r i ng  these animals t o  t h e i r  owners. 


