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obligation of going on the warpath the following day under an oath never t o  
e A 
&' r e t r e a t  u n t i l  driven back by one of t h e i r  own order. A s  a demonstration of '' t h e i r  willingness t o  stand t h e i r  ground, such chosen warriors wore a t r a i l i n g  \t' s 

'k' sash over t h e i r  shoulders. Bg th rus t ing  the point of tb lr lance through the 

' $ t a i l  of t h i s  i n to  the ground, they picketed themselves t o  the posts of 

$;4i/$danger and were expected t o  die i n  t h e i r  tracks i f  not l iberated by om of t he i r  
'w y&- 

t "4 awn order. W-p: This small group of chosen warriors was i n  modern 
%\'" \r parliment a suicide squad. 

The soc ie t ies  had other function$ more i m ~ r t a n t - .  These were to enforce 

the t r i b a l  laws, t o  punish offenders, and t o  control  the assembled t r i b e  

on the hunt, on the march, and i n  camp. When the whole mass assembled i n  

the  camp c i r c l e  f o r  the  Sun Dance, the chiefs  appointed the soc ie t ies  t o  

a c t  a s  police i n  rotation.  The warrior society  so designabed painted t h e i r  *P 
k 

faces i n  such a ntanner a s  t o  l e t  everyone know tha t  they were act ing as  

1 policemen and took charge of ths  camp. They gave the orders and eriforced them. 1 

ese finctions were temporary and pers is ted only while the t r i b e  remained 

together, o r  during a spec i f ic  undertaking such a s  a buffalo hunt, a day's 

march o r  the l ike.  During these times, tk natural anarchy and individualism 

- J $01 the Indians gave way t o  conmands enforced by the warrior society  then i n  

charge, Thus on the mrch ,  the police,  or  so ld ie rs  as they were koown, mrched 
and 

flank fit r e a r  to keep people from straggling and t o  protect  the t r i b e  from 

enemies. On the other hand, they a l so  prevented warriors from s l i p p i q  away from 

the main hunting party t o  k i l l  meat f o r  themselves, since this might f r ighten 

away the herds and threaten the whole community with famine. Their functions 

were those of t r i b a l  police. 

Just here I wish t o  emphasize the f a c t  tht i n  a society i n  which prestige 

is the sumum bonum, it i s  obvious tha t  disgrace or  thame of any kind w i  11 be 

the worse form of punishment. I f  the so ld ie rs  found tha t  a man had violated 


