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P (pron Cornnohe Kwaina, l f ragrant: IoLned to  h i s  ?&other's family name) . .A 

pr inc ipa l  chief of the Comnch? ,  son af a Comanche chief  and a whlte capt ive  woman. 
His f a t h e r ,  Bokcni, 'wanderer*, was the  l eader  of t h e  h o s t i l e  p ro t ion  of the  t r i b e  
&#$/ , the Kwahadi d iv i s ion ,  and themost ir-vetarate r i i d e r s  along the  Texas border. 
I n  one of t he  ineursiomi, i n  the summer of 1835, theComanche at tacked a s l l l ~ t l l  

se t t lement  on Havasota r., i n  a. Texas, known from its  founder a s  .L"ar&erfs For t ,  ard 
ca r r i ed  o f f  2 ch i ld ren  of Pa rke r  himself ,  one of whom, Cynthia ilnn Parker,  then about 
1 2  years  of age, became l a t s r  the wife of the  chief  and t he  mother of quami, born 
about 1845. The mother, with a younger i n f an t ,  was afterwards rescued by the  troops 
and brought back to  Texas where both soon died. *j,uana grew up with t he  t r i b e ,  and  
on the death of h i s  f a t h e r  rap id ly  rose  t o  commanding influence.  The IGwahadi, band 
refused to en t e r  i n to  the khedicine Lodge t r e a t y  of 1867, by whfch the Comanche, 
Kiowa Apache, Cheyenne, and ~ r a p a h o  were assigned t o  r s ema t ions ,  and continued t o  
be a d i s tu rb ing  element u n t i l  1874, when, i n  consequenceof the  degraditfons of an 
organkzed aompany of white buffa lo  hunterg, Qmna himself mustered the  mra~riors of 
the C;mancne and Cheyenne, a i t h  Bbout hal f  the iiiowa and soma por t ion  o f  the o ther  
two t r i b e s ,  f o r  res i s t ance .  The campaign began June 24, 1874, with a n  a t t a a k  l ed  by 
Quana i n  person a t  the head of 700 confederate warr iors  agains t  the buffalo hunters,  
who w-re s t rongly  intrenched i n  2 f o r t  known a s  the  bdobe Yalle, on the  South Canad- 
i an  i n  the Texas panhandle. Hn addi ti. n to the  protea&ion afforded by t he  th ick  
walls  the  white hunters had a small f i e l d  ?&Bee wl ich  they used with such good e f f e c t  
t ha t  a f t e r  a se ige  l a s t i n ?  a l l  day the Indians were ablibed t o  r e t i r e  r ~ i t h  cor.sider- 
ab le  loss.  The mr thus b e e n  continued alon3 t h .  whole border s, of b s a s  u n t i l  
about the  middle of the n:xt year,  when, being hard pressed by the  troops under 
Gen. h c k e n z i e ,  most of the h o s t i l e s  surretklered, i3uam, however, kept h i s  band out 
upon the >taked p l a i n  f o r  2 years longer, allen h a l s o  came in .  Recogniziq? the in- 
ev i t ab l e ,  hc s e t  about mzking the bes t  of the near condi t ions ,  and befng still  young 
and v;i t h  the inher i ted  in te l l igence  of h i s  whf t e  ancestry,  eh quickly adapted him- 
s e l f  so well  to  the white m n f s  road a s  &o b=corne a most e f f i c i e n t  f ac to r .  i n  
leading h i s  people up t o  c i v f l i z a t i on .  Lhrough h i s  influence the  confederated 
t r ibes  adopBed the  pol icy  of leas ing the surplus  pas ture  lands,  by which l a rge  annual 
incoqe w a s  added t o  t h e i r  revenues. &e popularized educa t ion, encouraged house 
building and agr icu l tu re ,  and discuraged d i s s i pa t i on  and savage extravagances, while 
holding s t r i c t l y  to  h i s  nat ive  b e l i e f s  and ceremonies. Polygyny Being customary i n  
h i s  t r i b e ,  he had several  r i v e s  and a number of ch i l d r en ,  a1 1 of whom, of proper 
age, have reckived a school educktion, and on6 or  two of whom have married white 
men. Por ?&@,sly 30 years Parker was t h e  m st prominent arid i n f l u e n t i a l  f i gu re  
among the 3 c o ~ f e d ~ m t e d  t r i b e s  i n  a l l  l ,ases ,  t r e a t y  ncgot ia t idns ,  and o t h s r  pub i c  
business with the "overnment, and i n  t h i s  capaci ty  made repeated v i a f t s  t o  %ash- 
iungton, b - s i d G s  travelin$; extensively i n  o ther  p a r t s  of the  country, Besides h i s  
IB t i v e  language he s p o k ~  both English and Spanish f a i r l y  well. BeMm h i s  death 
i n  2e. 23, 1911, he l ived  i n  a l a rge  a d  comfortable house, surromded by weal- 
cul t ivaWd f i e l d s ,  about 1 2  m. w, st of F t .  S i l l ,  tkba. Quanah, a t o m  i n  k r t h  
I'exas, was named i n  h i s  honor. 


