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§§; mile or two ahead of me, and during one of th@se rises of the fog, I discovered
a lot of Indian ponies on ashead of me sbout &amile.
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Givin~ the signal for the command t& stop, I rodesback to them and iold
them there was an Indian village in front of . Putting the soldiers into a deep
ravine so they could not be seen from a dlstandg, I went on as faw as I could
without being discovered. I could not see the vﬁllaﬂe, but knew it was down in
the bed of the creek. I wanted to find out haw lgr?e & village it wes, and
whether i% would be prachicable for our smell command Jump it. Crutioning
the men not to show themselves, and suffling the b:%%s on the peck mules so they
would make no ncise, I went forward again and xopt waﬁip tuu rest of the day. As
soon as darkness came on I rode down to the village, and“{ownd it weas only a small
affalr~~thirty-nine lodges and sbout twe hundred people. ™ guised as an Indian,
I went all through the village, looking for the best point tosattack it from. I
finally concluded we had sufficient force to capture the entire%{illage.

In front of one of the tepis in the village 1 saw twoe ;zgy fine looking
horges. 3Both animals were on picket lines, and I made up ay mind thit they were
a little too rich for indian bleood, but not too rich for mine. 3So 1 3ust viaited
around until sverytiin~ was quiet, slipped vy to the tepi, untied the kopes and led
the animals out of the village as unconcernedly uas if I were tzking tnam to water,
They vecame famous horses afterwards. OUne was a plnto and the other « @lacx.st%l—
lion. One of them I gave %0 a youns lady from the esst-~a Mids Collinss~and the
other I gave to 3ig Bat. I heard afterwards thaet the iatter-hrored™~wz¥ “50ld back
304 east for five hundred dollars. Telling Tapbain Lills on my reburn how the*

camp was situated, I informed him the best way to atbsck it would Ue to jump it
at the break of day. e placed one man as sentry, and the rest of us laid down and
slept until 3 o'clock. At that hour the command was awakened. e gol every-
thing ready, and Lieut. Crawford wss detailed to take charge of one party of fifty
men, Capt. Liills in charge of another parity, and Lieut. Schwatka, with twenty
mounted men, was to take charge of and drive off the ponles. The rest of the com-
mand we dismounted with the pack train, to follow up with the horses.

Telling them %o come on towards the village, I went down to see if the
Indians suspected our presence, or if there wos anything anmiss in camp., I ftold
Capt. Lills to come u, as close to the village us he could, until I could go back
t0 him. “hen I got down in the villoge, the Indians had turned most all of
their horses loose and had gone back into their lodges. In fact, one squaw
came out and %urned her horses loose when I was in plain si«ht. They were tied
in front of the lodge. Oshe turned them looc e whils I was watching her. I was
:= lying down on my horse, so I doa't thinx she could see me. 3She supposed the
animal I was on was one of the Indian horses that had been turned lbose, and paid
nc further attention %o it.

Just as & turned Lo o back to the command, the Indian horses came
stampeding through the village, and when + got up on the hill the cammand hed
arrived ‘thare. Bapt. 1ills had reached within seventy yards of the village. As
the horses stampeded through the village it woke the anlans up, and they com-

308 menced to run out*cf their lodgss to see vuat the matter vwas. 3eeing there
would be no time to jpiace the other company of scldierg on the other side of the
village, and that all our chance was to surprise them, we commenced firing on them
from where we were. i told Capt. Lill he had lost gll chonce of @pturlng the
village with the Indinmns in i%; “het Ny had betser Sormencs” the Pt af tnce.
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I then went to Schwotka znd told him b0 chorge and drive the horses off, and went
with him myself.
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