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Among Bhe Sioux there  ex i s t s  a stiperstitioz? cencerning 
those ~ h o  suicide. ?hey w i l l  not t o ~ c h  :he bodjr of a rmn or worn&n who m e t s  
dezth a t  !-is o r  her ovn e l  ection. :ustert s body WE-s not di$turijed. Ead it 
not been fo r  the fact  tha t  a l l  the kodies zf 312 2uster ~o~ .?~ ' . l i~nd  1 ~ y  i r r  t he  
scarchlng m four d:*ys 'asfore they aere  recovered, the t e l l - t ~ l e  px&er  i ~ r k s  
on Zuster s teinljle ;.0.~:-:2 Liave pxt res";tl;r: i ~ e s t l ~ r A  of Jus~.?:?~: z i ~ k i a ,  of f 
without recc-use $ 3  f?.e a$i:e-lce sf  S B - ~ X S S .  

:vzlu;, ; Z r o ~  s c o ~ f , ,  ..ho cccorr,; hie2 'ALe : later corxzdnd, 
rind i s  the only z ~ ~ l v o r  o f  5he b- t t l e  of the Lit';le Jig -,ol-,~, =l.,i.is ',- Lave 
s~;.ed : ( . im3?lT ;,_ -i31i,s i n  a o q.lc:.i - -  <?-:le 5h4r-c. a i  -?I: Y * Z S  -.-- ,,l~-4;" ZL, ~ n c :  : . f t e r~a rds  
essxgilg ' 2 3  dsa  .i;~.; ' - i s  blanket 430sh: L i a  a d  1 , ~ s ~  i r s  throw& tile ranks of  ti,e 
hosti :es, '~ei~x taken for  cne of fl.,eif o.:~r iiui.ber i : ~  t k e  e x c l  tei2enh~:-~ich 2re- 
vailed. Curley*s a c c o ~ r t  of ti.c b_* t t l e  i s  pAeiLgre, s :'is t i s ~ e  .:~LS pre t ty  well 
occupied in l03~:iny t o  i s  Kin safety. ;:is s t -  t a e n t  t h ~ t  ::_6 2i-kt cci,zll;enzed 

264 a t  2:30 or 3 oscloek i n , t h e  kfterooon (h is  ~ t ~ l a r i l a t i o n  of t i n e  beill& baed*  
u2on the : ositio-vl of the  s1.m) and coatirned u n t i l  nearly s u ~ s e t ,  i s  en t i r e ly  
overcone by the st2ternerita o f  p a r t i e s  in the  3eno comnitnd that  clothing an& 
guidons bslol-eing t o  the  Cluster ba t ta l ion  were seen curd recoerllzed i n  posses- 
s ion  of the Indikns who beseized 3enots position e a r l j  i n  the afternoon of tile 
25th of ZUW. 

Scores of the Indians ivho were engaged i n  the z~ttd;k u;on 
Custer have told  Grouard that  the  fi,-ht sitk? tile i l l - f t - t ~ d  cord11m6 di5 not l a s t  
over an hour, a t  the end of which time every i z ~ n  in  it had been hrilkd. "Of- 
f i c e r s  i n  Reno's b ~ t t a l i o n , "  szys Pinerty,  "uino, l a t e  il; the &fterr~oon, from 
high 2oints sru-veyed the co nt ry  in anxious expectation of Suster ls  apFesrEme, 
and who coriianded a viec cf  $he f i e l d  where he had fought, s8y that  no 

I 
f ight ing was toil; on a t  thL.t tine-betideen f ive  afid s i x  o'clock. It i s  evidelrt 
therefore, that  the  l a s t  of u'usterts cot'iliiaud was destroyed a t  kn how erirlier i n  
*,he day then Szrley relates." So~fie of 2ur leyqs stbtements tcre borne out by 
f ac t s  relhted bj- the Indims,  while sorne are  not; therefore h i s  s tory gives 
r i s e  t o  i n q  perplexing doubts. 

Tie babtle between &no and the Indians rnay be said  t o  have 
been almost continuous f r o n  the  time of the a t t  ..ck on the smrning of J w  25th 
u f i t i l  the forenoon of the 27th, when, upon the tippboach of Gi'obonCs column, 
the hos t i l es  drew off. A s  1 . s i t i v e  proof t ha t  the eng&;ement between Suster krd 
the Indiaas las ted but a very short time may be mentioned the  s t a r t l i n g  f ac t  
that  fjut seven of the hos t i l es  were k i l l ed  d u i r g  the three daysC f ight ing ont 

265 the L i t t l e  Big  Horn, a d  but few* were wounded, Triis sl;atenent i s  rmde by 
G r o m d  a f t e r  a f u l l  Emowledge of a l l  the facts,  and de~onstrr t tes ,  without 
fur ther  argument, that  CusterTs ba t ta l ion  v;as l i t e r a l 1 3  s i~ept  f ron the  fuce of the 
ear th  tj. the storm of bu l le t s  which savage hatred hurled against it. 

On the side of the soldiers ,  some tv;o hundred and seventy 
off icers ,  privates,  scouts and s i v i l m s  were k i l l ed  outright,  and many received 
wounds fror; g;.hich they never en t i r e ly  recovered. The dead belonging t o  the Reno 
command were collected and buried by Gibbon's ba t ta l ion  on the 27th of W e ,  and 
on the following day the  same off ice  was performed by the same commtind 
for  the Custer battalion.  The bodies of the soldiers  were, i n  most cases, 
horr ibly  mutilated, accounts of vihich have been published many times, General 
Custer* s remains were not disturbed by t he  Indians. They were eventually 
transfewred t o  the mi l i t a ry  cemetery cit Yest Faint, where they rest. 


