
t "- 
GROUP?, C % - S .  Xi2FJIII P?&2e 243 

t 

s o l d i e r s  were forced  t o  occupjr a midv;ajr - o s i t i o n  betv.ee:~ t h e  h i zhe r  p o i n t s  2nd 
t h e  va l l ey ,  axxi were ciriven the  s lope  e a s t  and r-iorth uti l  :he l a s t  one had 
been k i l l e d .  

"The I n d i m s  c o r q r e g a t ~ d  s o  r i ip id ly  and b e r e  i n  such posi- 
t i ons , "  s a i d  one of >rou&rdts  Irlidiun inforrrfints, " tha t  %ere  sgcis no ear t l i ly  chance 
f o r  t h e  coc~mnd t o  e x t r i c ~ ~ t e  i t s e l f .  ?he t r o o p r s  f m g h t  b rave ly  and t o  the  
end, bu t  the  b z t t l e  wns over i n  l e s s  t h ~ n  orre !",cbur frcrfi t he  tii:ie "lxster 1naL2 h i s  
f i r s t  '?tteiilpt t o  c r o s s  t t a  i i i t f l ?  3ig Xorn." 

Gne y s s u l i a r  thin;; :.bout the entir-r .  i r i t t e r  i s  f'ound i n  the  
u n c e r t a f n t y  expresse& b y  i;ll the  o f f i c e r s  concerv l in~  the  tirce of driy ~iil2fi t h e  
a t t a c k  on 3iou;c villa;:e jnaee by 3 e n o f t  b::t;tzlion) :;cclared. I f ,  the . -. 255 o f l i c i n l  r e g a r t s  c l ~ i . , l ,  Custer  -::as i n  the v c l l e y  tkie*';ittle 31s r:Orn '~;t ~i.:ht 
o 'c lock i n  the .2orr-ii;.; of 2me 25th, i t  iio:.:l4 oeeic h igh lg  2rob;t.le t l - ~ t  ti;e 
a t t a c k  occurred low before  noorr of tlznt d::.te. :;cme o f  R L L ~ C ' S  s o l d i e r s  cleilrl 
t l l a t  t h e  tv.io Ba t t a l i o f i s  ( c u s t e r ' s  &rid 3,2rioqs) c e r e  s t i l l  ii;mchiG.< n i ce  by s i d e  when 
the  i n d i c ~ . , t i c n s  of tk,e ; i o u   rilla age \ , e re  39 ;.1ai.n tis "u 34.. l;.r~xistu;ia't31e, 523 tilet 
the  :yolone1 of ttr; z ~ v e f i t h ,  : : l ~ t c ; C  %l;c prospec$ of .,.n I;.i.e3icstc. s~-:?t..t:ei.xi.:n\ . .. 

c r i e? ,  ''Z~rraC! = ~ 3 t 9 ~ * ~  11;~k:" i~:~~ii',~&i~t~l;i a z t e ~  ;;his t h e  "c;;i'x.n?i?s s e ~ r u t e d ,  . . 
Zen0 *fckiLiz;;iq; 20-v~n tkie? - y h l l s 2 ; ~  :, : : ~ i e L , ; ~ & ~ ~ ~ : ; l ~  c.isk:+nse, ff:i&-jl2 :12vl+irL; i c  
tir&er, ....:-ler,z he c:.s ;.(,t::.sLe.l j j r  r;3.;,frior z;i:3dor.s. 7~ 

Grcj;iard s::.;~s 112 f i r s t  acj$i~/:d 52.f;) 5l;-fi:,13 [ ~ a d  $3 t i ie  - 
, . i,rdi .;-ns on ;-j,q@ 25 'i-jo$..jee;~ :1ILLc) :..1:2 ten f Gl"cb  iri ",ie :_:G;-': j i;g. -hcze si:::Acil s 

i ad ioa t ez  z- >ic i;.bt.,btle w i t h  :!-Li. s o l d i e r s ,  t;%z Idl>l ls  i;&\iillg : ' ~ & j r   ah^ u &-- ' O S S ~  cf i t  " 
as t h a  s.201-t expresses  it. :rouard I..~;eCi;iCVelx r epa i r ed  t o  Crook1 s cbr:~> ur; t h e  
L i t t l e  Goose c r e i k ,  ,~I~C ii:ii.:arted h i s  infcrr;irit i o n  t o  the  o f f  i s e r s  he .:'ol;rld ',?;ere 
ji;en. Crook S e i r g  ti? iL t h e  ciou1t::ins cn  <:* i i - ~ t .  iiot lri.;vl.~~ had u q  t i q e r i o n c e  
xtiith il-&i_L1:: 3izn;!,~s, tiis a z f i c e r ~  p - : , - -  , ...,_;1 r i d  l c k l  a5 tile i a e ~ i ,  iidv,.:;~ ad L y Cr oc&rd 

. . 
t & k  t he  t roops  5::s sav:l,;es ;<;;-re c7-1-g:~yc?5. i,hn sza;xt tLer.evTr9srr, i:ifc?r~led tLeii. he 
,-oulcl prove Le si;.s ri;PLt, i : . s~~e i i a t a i j r  j u ~ ~ ~ j e d  o;i one of tl,;;. Les t  l l ~ r s e s  i r i  ths --. coriu-ia~d arid s t x r t e d  f o r  tlie l o c z l i t y  ;;;I-ience +;he si.gfir-1s eerr civcn. i he  d i s -  
t ance  fro:;. coose creek t o  thc Zxst.-r S ~ ~ t t l e f i e l Z i  i s  abcl3.t ~ a ~ ~ 7 3 n t j ~  ~;-.iles, t;rd 25 

i t  scs c l o s e  t o  ixon ~:$her~ ilro:s.srd stcll.ted, t n& t h e  l a t t e r  -,-;c:rt o f  the f, r i p  was 
256 nade a f t e r  dttrk, he n s c e s s k r i l y  !lad t o  r i d e  a t *  the  r€+te of  s,>ven mi les  an 
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hour t o  reach  the  u s t e r  b a t t & & f i $ l d  b~ ol2ven o'clock, 

Horned Zorse, tiho r e l a t e 6  the  s t o r y  o r  tire ;:i,t";e ::xiw ti: e s  
a f t e r  he r r i v e d  ~t t h e  %:eficjr, maintt~i:ie& t h 2 t  "by noon ~ l l  o f  one pa r ty  were 
k i l l e d ,  z!;d t he  o t h ? r s  ( ~ e n o ' s )  d r i v e n  S:,ck i n t o  b S,L? ; l ace .  I'he rct,son vge d i d  
not B i l l  11: of t i i s  + r t y  ?::is ' ~ e c  ..%be is!i-iie - te  , e r e  P i t h t i ~ x  h i s  (Re~ io~s )p t r r t j r  
we lieard 'ILst;  1,iore s o l d i e e s  were c ~ n i n z  uy, t h e  : iver , "  ukiereupo~i tiie l i o s t l l e s  d r e  

"Tha t roops  f i rs t  et:-r;ad frd:. uy: ;he yiver,: '  he sa id .  22.en till t h e  
bucks ch-.r;eC t 1 ~ e  troops.. ''Thex, t h e r e  ;)as m c 5 L e r  pk t : r  of t r o o p  GI?. t h e  

t:1-3 r i v e r .  Cne h,lf of :he I ~ d i m i s  pi rsned  the  first boZg o f  
t roops ;  t he  o ther  l i < ~ l f  isjent .t,f'",r the  c t 2 ~ e r  body," ..iT:ich sho;$s tksr ;  G u s t e r f s  a t t a c k  
was male allnost ~ i i ~ ~ l t : _ i n i o ~ s l y  :,itk; th~ct of Rexlo. 

Custer :id ~ i o Q r o c e e d  nor thcard  sver  t h a e  rniles f r u , ~  t he  
spbt where Senots  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  :,ere throwxi up a f t e r  i l i s  r z t r e a t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  
s o  t h a t  he could not  have Seen over 3,io .,Lieu Tram 2s-lo when the  l a t t e r  iv&s 
hold ing  t h e  Sioux a t  bay i n  the timber. i;noalw t h a t  J u s t o r  hai? in tendee  t o  s t r i k e  
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t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  i t s  lower end es soon as he could n&e t i le  3 i s tw- i~  3 frorr, t h e  po in t  


