z‘ig

255

256

- GROUAED CHAP. XXXVIII Page 2495

coldiers were forced to occupy a midway cositicn between the higher points and
the valley, amd were driven along the slope east and north until she last one had
been killed.

"The Indians congregated go rapidly and were in such posi-
tions," said one of srouard's Indian informants, '"thet there was no earthly chance
for the command to extricate itself. The troopers fought bravely and 1o the
end, vut the battle was over in less thun one hcur from the time vuster made his
first attempt to cross the Little 3i§ horn.” 1

One psculiar thing -bout the entire matter is found in the
uncertainty expressed by &ll the officers concerning the time of day when the
attack on the 3ioux village [made by Reno't buattzlion) sccurred. If, as the
official reports cleim, Custer was in the valley of the*Little Big Eorn =% ei’ht
o'clock in the morning of June 25th, it would seem highly probabtle that the
attack occurred long before ncon of that date. Come of Renc's soldiers clain
that the two bBattalions (Custer's and Reno's) were still warching side by side when
to be unmistakable, and that

the indicatiocas of the Sioux village were so jlain us

the Colonel of the Zeventh, clatsd &t the prospect of za ilusediate e esnt,
cried, "Hurrah! Custer's luck!" Immediately alter this the commsndes separated,
Reno T'charging down the wvallsy o ”””)lairudle Cistance, finally A&l:lnd in the
timber, vhers he wug nttockel Dy superior nusbers.”

Grouard
indi~ns on June 2L bebuesn ul
indicated = Uiy babile with th
as the scoubt expresses it. & :
Little Goose creek, and imparted his informctio
{Gen. Crook Yveing up irn the mountains cn a hunt.
with indian signels, the officers idic
that the troops =:d savages
would provs he wis right, and inmed
comiand and started for the 10Culi
tance fros Goose creek t0 the Sushs
it was close to noon when Crouvard s
made after dark, he necessarily had
hour %o reach the uster battdéfiel

"

L 2i18 huving Yway cf 1%,
peired to Crookls camp on the
o the officers he found there
Hot h. v;ng had any superience
advaaced by Crouvard

'eupcn inforwed thew he

f the best horses in the
¢ had "een given. The cis-
T battlefleld 15 sbout seventy miles, wnd as
tarted, and the latter part of the trip was

to ride at* the rate of szven miles an

d by elsven o'clock.
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Horned Horse, who related the story of the buttle many tices
after he wrrived at the sagsncy, maintained that by noon All of one party vere
killed, znd the othors (Reno's) driven back into a vad place. The reason we did
not kill 2ll of this purty was Lecallse while we were fighting his (Reno's)party
we heard that more soldiers were coming up the river," whersupon ithe hostiles dre
off. "The troops first charged from up the river,” he said. Then all the
yqunbigggés charged the froops. "Then there was another party of itroops on the
other sid6 67 the river. Cne half of the Indians vursued the first boldy of
troops; the other half went after the cther body." Which shows that Custer's attack
was made almost sirmltandously with that of Reno.

Custer did not proceed northward cver three miles from the
spbt where Reno's fortifications were thrown up after his retreat across tae river,
g0 that he could not have been over two rmiles from Zsno when the latter was
holding the Sioux at bay in the timber. Knowing that “uster had intended to strike
the village at its lower end as soon as he could make the distunce from the point



