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soldiers. killed. It was r i a t  a f t e r  Henry was shot t h ~ t  I wnnt over t o  
where Gen. Crook was.  here-were no aids there with him, so he told me t o  
go down and t e l l  Capt. U l l s  to drive the Indians oxt of the Eosebud cctnyon. 
I went down ard carried the order t o  Kills. It was but a short time 
a f t s ~ a a s d s  that one of the aids came t o  me and said ths General =anted to 
see me. Vhen I got t o  Crook, he said: 

*I am going t o  move d m  the  Zosebud canyon, and riant you t o  
go with two b c t t ~ l i o n s  as far as  you can 50r;n the def i le  and find out whether 
the v i l l ~ ?  i s  a t  the other end of the amyon or not." 

I went dovm the  ca@on with the two battalions. After getting 
down into the rocky pass, and seeing what was going on arnongst the Idisns, I 
becane convinced theg would not attack us;  would not pay any attention t o  a 
detachment when they wanted the ent ire  command. I was aware of tfiis a s  p i c k  a8 
I got th there. They wanted t o  draw the ent ire  command down into t h i s  canyon and 
massacre every soul i n  it, I had not been in  the cmyon twenty l~linutes before 
I We*-. what nas going on. The canyon rose to  a heigh2 of one thousand fee t  
on both sides o f  us. The Imiians had a l l  of t h i s  f o r t i f i d .  I had got almost 
through the canyon with the  two companies when an aide-de-camp (col. ISickerson) 
overtook us. The Indians had t r i ed  so hard to  draw the cornand down into the 
canyon that the 'General thought it was n fresh attack made, a d  wanted the% two 
battalions t o  come back t o  the f i e ld  a d  t a b  the Indians i n  the rear- 
 anted us t o  coae u? i n  behind them. So, going up into the right of the canyon 
on the north side, we attempted t o  come i n  behind the redskins. 3ut th$ Indians 
were watching a l l  our raovements, and before we c o d 3  get  i n  behind them they had 
drawn off . 

83 
('*!Subsequent investigation shows ghat an awful f a t e  we escaped 

by abeirirlg CruokIm orcler t o  f i l e  out of the trnp by our l e f t  flank. (Daunense 
pi les  of felled t rees i n  our path and'on the sides of that  savage ravine showed 
where the Sloux had l a in  i n  ambush for our agproach, Half a rnile further on, 
aad not a man of our bat tal ion would have come out alive. The f ive companies 

230 of the Second, following t o  support us ( the Third Cavalry) * would have been 
massacred without f a i l ,  for there was no room t o  deploy or r a l l ~ ,  The Indians held 
the timber barricades i n  front end flank. They w o U  have closed upon our un- 
gw%rded rear, and another horrov itiou15 have been ddeC to  the long and ghastly 
catalogue of 1n8im-fjnerichn wfaff~re, However, a m : s s  i s  as good as a mile, ELIXI 
we f e l t  m y  thankful that we escaped ber ig  $he awful elcaruple o f t h a t  unfortunate 
campaign. 

- '?$n one word," says Sapt. 3omke in  h i s  "on the >order wi th  
Crook," The bat t le  of thg Rosebud was a trap, and Crazy Horse, the leader i n  I) comand here, as  a t  the buster massacre a week la ter ,  w s  sa t i s f ied  he was going 
to  have everythi% h i s  c ~ w n  wag. He stated afterwards when he had surrendeled \ t o  General Crook a t  the wency (zed Cloud) that  he had no less  than s ix  thousand 
five hundred men i n  the f ight ,  Elnd that the f i r s t  attack ms d e  with f i f t een  
hundred, the others being concealed behind t h e  bluffs and h i l l s .  His plan of 
ba t t le  was either t o  lead detachnlenhs i n  p r s u i t  of h i s  people, and turnng quialc- 
i~ cut them t o  pieces i n  de ta i l ,  o r  v~ithdre.=~~ the  %hole of Crook!s forces down 
into the Canyon of the Sos ebud, whence escz:)e ~ o u l d  have been im-pmsible, as  it 

f 
5 formed a veri  table c?i3 de sac, t h e  vertical v;alls hent?ing i n  the sides, the 

frbnt being closed by a dam and abatis of  broken timber i..hich g8ve a depth of 
ten feet  of water md mud, tiie renr, of course, to 3e shut off by thousands of 
selling, murderow Sioux and Dheyennes. That was the Stoux programme, as learned, 
that day, or afterwards a t  the agencies from the surrendered iiostiles i n  tiie - ' 

spring of the following year. " 


