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was nade rlain. 'y or ainbush--& vision hatched In the jealous brain of some
“carpet warrior'-—jprompted, so lrouard says, “b,uolga in cordering a.retreat, when
every principle of war fﬁﬁ manhood demanted *ne exect reverss. 1t was, as Capt.
Bourke s¢ tarsely expressss it, one of those things that ne uvan con "Wl 1n."--’""
General Jroox divined ihe uaulve, Lovever,*and in his soldie l way  claced the
responsibility vhere 1% Lelonred. The fucls related Grous h ol ;

borne oubd Uy She narritive of Capiain Bourke, vhe, in
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hot & thousend robes snd furs wers in the coptured tepis; hhat o great amount
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jof meat” huad veen Teft by the fleel s cavuges; yet, in the fuce of all this,

Reynolds not onl- abandoned the cam;:of Crazy horsey but 4id it so precipitately

that the dead and wounded wers left for mutilation and dutchery. sand Cuplain Bourke

says with considerable feeling, that 1t was shiwpered amcng the men "thal cne of our }
poor soldiers fell slive into the enemies hands and.mas cut limb from limb. * vt
The captain does not make this st tem,m; from his "own lknowledge,' but adds, "I

an only say I believe it to he true

RnferrlnU $0 the bivouac at the mouth of Lodye role creek on the

inight succeeding tre battls witn Crasy Hors:, Captain Dourke says there was neither
: feed for the animsls nor ratiocns?for'the men.-—"not even for tue + woanded men

of whom we Had sixf" ‘he men, after two days® hard r-gtqu, : L fighti'g,
were completely tired out, snd no = tempt was made to plave o guard over the captured
pony herd; and "even when the loss was discovered"-—when the report was carried
to Reynolds the folloving morning, zs detulled Ly Grousrd, that the Indians were

driving off the ponies——"no attention was paid and no uttemﬁt made, " concluded
¢ Bourke, ‘5o pursue znd regiin the malastay of Lndlan hostilityp."
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When Crook raached camp sbout nooa on the duy afuer the bhattle, says

this same authority, he was very much gratified b0 learn ther the attempt to

find the village of Crozy Sorse had Leen success?ul; but he #ould not hide hi's
%chabrin and dissppointment upon discovering that the dead znd wounded had been left
$in the hostile c«m,, and that his scldiers were suffering from cold and huiger
iwhen a great abundance of furs and provisions had bgen lost to the command through
tthe hasty withdrawal from the Indisn village of the vistorious itroopers. There
vas no othei alternative for General Crook but to abandon the campeisn and return
to Fetterman, which meant a long, suffering jJourney of over one hundred and elghty
miles, with the thermometer thirty degrees below zero. TFrom Fetterman the troops
re distributed to various forts pending the crganizins o¢f the spring campuisn.

"Je had no bveef," says Bourke, Mas our herd had been run off on
account of the failure to guard it; we wers out of supplies, although we had
201 destroyed enough * to last a regiment for a couple of months; we were encumbered
Eﬁith sick, wounded and cripples with frozen limbs, because we hud not had sense
enough to save the furs and robes in the village.™"

There is the story from the stand point of as brave a soldier



