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GROUARD CHAP. XXI  Page 149  SAVED RY A PONY

Among the Indians no sport or excitement could ecual a
buffalo hunt. There was considerable danger in it, but nothing to compare
with the excitement and Jjoy. BEvery brave kept a trained pony for the buffalo H
chage--one that was used for nothing else-—-and the intelligence of some of tho
animals was wonderful. Ireally believe thae ponies enjoyed a buffalo hunt as g;%i)
keenly as did their masters. “'hen T became possessed. of my first buffalo pony o

oo bh@ Indian from whom I got it told me ef &11 its good cuMlltigms and laid parti—

il

Qﬁcular stress upon the fact that the animal always gave warning of approaching

danger. X paid little attendlon to the buck's talk at the time¢, but it was very ﬁA
distinctly recalled on an occasion 1 am about to speak of. ' 5

. e Vv
The Bark creek countiry, along the Yellowstone river, was a F oA
great feeding groud for the buffuloes and one seascon we nioved our camp down there.
Our supply of meat had got very light, and we also wanted rohes with which to meke
lodges. Ve killed a great many buffaloes during our stay in that locality and
were about ready to movel{ It was decided %o have one more hunt before * leaving
and preparations were made accordingly. The buffaloes had drifted some distance
from our camping grouad, and the *ndians were in the habit of moving camp from
day to day as the chase progressed. when we started off in the last hunt the
entire camp went along, amd as soon as the herd of buffaloes was sighted the
bucks Jjumped upon their -onics and began the chase.

On tnis particular occasion I became so intent upon run:ing the
buffaloes that I got a long way in advance of the other hunters., I killed a cou-
ple of buffaloes and got off my horse %0 skinthem,fastening my pony to the cam-
cass of one of the dead animals. " hile I was at work my pony began to act
strangely. It would run around in a half circle, then buck agsin, and seemed 1o
be trying to attract my attention. I paid no pa-ticular heed to the actions of
the pony until I recalled what its fommer owner had told me about its giving warn-
ing of danger, when I untied it, jumped upon its back and rode up on a hill to see
if anytning wnusual was occurring. Seeing nothing, I returned to my work. The
pony begun tc daper worse &han ever, and 1 finally became so nervous and frightened
that I left the two buffaloc s and started back to where wk nad left the pack
animals. I had not gone over two miles before { heard shooting, and glancing
over ny shoulder in the direction from which I had come, I saw a large party

yof Crow warriors charging down onto our people. I gave alarm as guickly as I o

a

fés

could, but before the Sioux brauves could get together the enemy had killed nine- ; ggf
teen*of them and departed. 1Ly pony nad sniffed the danger when I wa: skinni

the buffaloes, but I failed to find the least sign of the attacking perty; and
supposed my aninal wasz restless at being separated from the rest of the pony

herd. If it had not been for the actions of the pcny I would have been cauyght

in a nice trap and lost my life. From that time on I wlways kept s sharp lookout

and if my pony gave any signs that there was danger in the sir, I heeded him.



