GROUARD CHAP. XX pp. 1434

Chieftancy amon: the wilé men formerly meant nothing more
nor less than absolutism., The head chief was not chosen, but held his !
office by sublime right. The son succeeded the father. Hdor was it
alysys the eldest son, but the one whom the father chose in youth for
gqualities that fitted him to rule. The chief was & law unto himself,
and his rieht to dispense or withhold favor or Jjustice wzs never gues-
tioned. He, like the other members of his tribe, took unto hi-self
as many wives as pleased his fancy or he wanted to support, and when
one failed to0 suit hi:, or for any other rezson became 1ncongen1a1
he sold or disposed of her, someties killing her. He was dubject
to but one rower or influence--the Circle of Science, or Jupreme Council. ‘
He wggwpoukcalled upon, because of his chieftancy, to lead in-bedbie, un-
less he was, by common anScnt ‘the acknowledg wﬂr chiz f of the tribve.
Age, bodily infirmity or want of disposition to éater buttle, were suf-
ficient reasons for his remaining in camp during vhe progress of a Tight.
As a rule, however, %he head (or hereditary) chief vag & warrior, who
scorned to shirk any responsicility or danger, and 1@3 his braves in
all actions when circugistances permitfed o
The war chief of the tribe, where the funciticns of that
office were not monopolized by the herbdlturx chief, was elected by the
tribe or appointed by the co ountil., * Ie s 5 enerally the most ;ero-
. clous warrior in the Hribey one in whom everybody had great donfidence.
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"?hls rmedicine was slweys zood and his valor unguesticned.
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