
re  opening whioh was at its best could only be cruel b d g e r g .  The 
Indian pony's great cm- w a  not the loud b a i n g  wo&f of f ic t ion  writers although 
oacaeionitlly a hungry wolf pack foblowing a wi3d horse o r  wild Indian pony 
herd mywhere Prom the Bio Grenide Bi+sr to  t h e  l o r t h  Saskatchewan Wver 
muld cut aff end mt a pung  oo l t  or pull do- and eat an old =re OP 
staUion but the young gtdlf trns  around m y  kind of range herd o r  knld 
b e d  of Iadian ponies were fearless of wolves and whenever a wolf got cars- 
lessly d o s e  the stal l ion$ bsr& teeth aad laid back ictara with str iking 
forefeet and hooves were death t o  a wolf and mgotas never ventured near 
a horse herd snd how a wolf or  eoptcs d i d  love horse mea'c. ghtt there was 
one fatal en- whm the  Indian ever feared and often fell prey to ,  the 
light yellow br iad l i sh  brown yellow eyed Hountda Zion, panther, cougar 
and on the north aids of the Rfo a r a n d ~  t o  the  (9ffa wid mouth of tb 
Colorado, the  spotted Jaguar of old bloxlco and South America the l a rges t  
of the Aaerioan cat faaily. 
*Frora the day i n  early L519 tha t  tiernando Cortes brought ttiftean Barb 
anaree and s ta lUons  to Mexico City wtil  C q t a i n  Urnso D&eo turned loose 
and l e t  get away 80me fort;y homes b . t w m  8an Fernando Valera and the  
Beches Pivsr i n  1690 among the  Cad& Inbiazn3 we do not how when t h e  
laountain l ion  a d  jaguar began eating them and Becme faacinat.ed with 
Indim pony reat, but it was very early fn t he  Indim pdny history f o r  
over two e t m t ~ r l e s  after Certea in Mexico it was death for  a Mexican 
Indian t o  be caught riding a horse but t he  Vaqueros were cop1pUetd t o  
horse h e ~ d  refoot the la rge  bands of horses and poaias t ha t  auemulatd 
OR the ertrang vlrgfn gram around the nmerow rrrnchgrios o r  haciendae 
and from these foot Vaqueros nt we gat mimy t ru thful  versions of l iona 
raiding t h e  home herde all the  time xaoatly at night and o f t m  times 
carrying of f  a weit1 gmm horse and of rrtared wi%h young colts  with out 
and ge3rrhed neaka, lacerated shoulder and baoks that b d  barely escaped a 
big ferocious lion, and many aolt lese mares as tb lions had eaten the 
rrolts. 

fn 1797 with the arrival of' IOoQnes meti in t h e  flat a m t r y  between 
the  Trinity and Brareor Rivers the  vast prairfe6 were ative ear3.yin the 
spring d t h  buffaloes, wild ladian ponies and wild S p d s h  cattle ex- 
tending to and across Red River across Okl&ma t o  the  Arkerasas r iver  in 
Ilansaa, along the  large flowing Isgua crreek i n  Fsms as hgua  simply 
ib8ns #as0 i n  Spaniloh, 8me of the am noticed a~ny skeletans of horses 
a l l  along t he  creek and they f in&lx saw a Uoa gull down ~n old wild 
Zadian pony and eat h i s  Joined by other Uons when they learned the 
sans% of t h e  home akeXetons. 

About 1850 Joe Brown st&ed the  he:*$ing of t&oleshils cow borstsa 
en the Ssn Marcroe rfver i n  South Texae on his famous K e y  brand ranch, 
he bmught in Virginia iuld #~aCuc&y s ta l l ions  in numbers, aroasing theas 
with =tire Ind$an pony awes and Em= t h i s  &%e on raitring Indian ponies 
and saddle ~ O ~ S Q S  i n  large herds became eustoiwkry end gradually zapread 
north and vest for a half ombury aer white Anglo-Sajrcsn rmwbera ad~pted  
the Spaniards, Hexicans and Indians syatcsnn of raising Light braes or 
Indian ponies i n  lw&e herds mm~' home o u t f i t s  were started from Pame 
to C&f'omia, north to the 3aslsstchew~ river srrl beyond i n  Canada, before 
tbis t h e  horse rasing Bad been the profession of the Spaniard o r  MeJdcan 
i n  old HelcLco o r  south Texas, the  Lndian pony's ancestor8 c w e  frm 


