W\

1 ' After a journey full of lmrdships the force reached the site of the
present town of Lethbridge, Alberta, on September 11, 1874$ having ridden some

789 miles since passed for over 760 miles. Assistant Commissioner lLiacleod

' advanced to the Belly River in the vicinity of Fort Whoop Up. There Le estab-

. iished local headouarters in the midst of the Blackfoot coun/p.575/try, for the
g .
ﬁupervision of the Indians and the repression of the liguor traffic illicitly

& . . .
;geonducted by American desperadoes. He built Fort llacleod on 014 Han's River

id from that centre so efficiently policed the wilderness that at the end of

¥
§the year the vhiskey trade had been all but completely ctaumped out, and the
i

# riots, robberies and assassinations of the recent past oame~to an end forever.
ﬁbeantime, the commissioner himself had returned to Dufferin. It had been decided
‘Lto transfer the headquarters to Fort Pelly, near Swan River, but the barracks there
vaas not ready. Commissioner French administered the affairs‘of his office from
" Port Garry.

In summarizing the salient features of the famous march of 1874, Commissioner
Fremch reported as follows:

a4t this latter place (Emerson) the whole force was divided into six divisions
or troops, and on July 8 started on an expedition which veteran soldiers might =
well have faltered at. Tied down by no siringent rules or srticles of war, but
only by the silken cord of civil contracts, these men, by their conduct, gave
little cause for complaint. . Though naturally there were several officers and
constables unaccustomed to command and Liaving little experience or tact, yet
such an event as striking a superior was unknown and disobedience to orders was
very rare. Day after day on the march, night after night on picquet gpuard and
working at high pressure during ﬁour months from daylizht until dark,--and too

s L o,

frequently after dark-—with little rest even on the day sacred to rest, the
force ever pushed onward; delighted when a pure spring was met with, there was
8till no complaint when acrid water on the refuse of a mud-hole was the only

ligquid available. I have seen this whole force obliged to drink ligquid which, —



