
After a journey f u l l  of  liurdships tile ~ ' o r ce  reached t he  s i t e  o f  the  

present  tow-n of Lethbridge, Alberta, on September 1 having ridden some 

789 miles si nce p s s e d  f o r  over 760 miles. Ass ists~lt Comrissioner !.hcleod 

advanced to  the  Belly River i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of Fort :j'hoop Up. There lie estab- 
P 

gished l oca l  hendr:l~%rters i n  the midst of the  Blsckfoot c o ~ . n / ~ . 6 7 5 / t r ~ ,  f o r  tile I 
i 
i 
8upervisiori of' the Ind ims  and the repression of the l iquor  t r s f f l c  i l l i c i t l y  
f.' 
i 

.&ondacted b;r ,U:lerics,n desperadoes. Ee k u i l t  Fort 1:Icleod on 010 E b ' s  River 

, 
:arid from t h a t  cen t re  so e f fSc ien t ly  policed the  wilderness t h t  a t  the  end of 4 

$the  year the whiskey t rade  1 ~ - d  been sll but cor:ipletely rtwlped out ,  and the 
j. ' r i o t s ,  robberies and ~ n s a s s i n r 3 t i o n s  of tile recent past  Cali; t o  M end forever. 

I.;eanti~ne, the comrnisoioner hialself had returned t o  3uf fe r in .  It  lLad been decided 

t o  t r a n s f e r  the  !;e:~dqm~rters t o  Fort  Pel-ly, near Swan Iiiver, but the  barracks there  

was not ready. Co.missio:ler French n d ~ ~ i n i s t e r e d  the a f f a i r s  o f  hi s o f f i c e  frorn 

For t  carry. 

I n  sumrmrizin~ t he  s a l i e n t  f ea tu res  of the  famous rmrch of 1874, Cornmissioner 

French reported 3s follows: 

"At t h i s  l a t t e r  place (Smerson) t he  whole force  was divided i n to  s i x  d iv i s ions  

o r  troops,  and on Ju ly  8 s t a r t e d  on an expedit ion which veteran solc!.iers might e, 

well have f a l t e r ed  a t .  Tied dolm by no s t r i x e n t  ru les  o r  a r t i c l e s  of v s r ,  b u t  

only by the s i lken  cord o f  c i v i l  c:)nt rrtcts, tliese lilen, by t h e l r  conduct, @tve 

l i t t l e  cause f o r  comi,lzint. I1hcil;.h il:it~rall;r the re  irere severs1 o f f i c e r s  and 

constables :~naccust  or:led to  cormand a l ~ d  iisvirg l i t t l e  ex9erience o r  tnc t , ;ret 

snch an event 3s sts<l:itlg a superior was ;~r~knovn ar~d disobedience t o  orders  vrns 

very rare .  3uy a f t e r  d ~ y  on the r,:arch, rzidht a f t e r  n ight  on picp,uet ;usrd and 

working 8.t high pressure cluring four  months f ror i~ d -1.y1i~ht ziti1 i h r k  ,--anC! too 
**,*par*-* l *u "4,' ' ,>, 

frequeritly a f t e r  dark-with l i t t l e  r e s t  ever1 on tiie day szbcrecl to  r e s t ,  the  

force ever pushed onward; del ighted when a pure spr ing vras met, with, there  wns 

s t i l l  no complaint when ac r i d  water on the  ref'use of a mud-hole w a s  t h e  only 

l i r p i d  avai lchle .  I have seen t h i s  whole force obliged to drink li.,uid which, - 


