o

comes you can drop in behihd him, and take up all the land claims you want.
But until then I caution you to put no stakes in our country.”

At last the Canadian Commissioners made a journey of over six hundred
miles from Winnipeg to Fort Carlton, wheré, on the 234 and 28th of August,

1876, the long desired treaty was effected. Certain of the Y Sebees and

Saulteaux indeed conspired to prevent Lieutenant~Governor llorris and his
company from crossing £he Saskatchewan and entering their country, but this
proposition was balked by the E&g&am&iggn. One of the latter, pointing to

the river, expressed the views of his nation in the laconic question, "Can you
stop the flow of that river? It was chiefly due %o the influence of the
Honorable Mr. llackay and of the missionaries that the Willow Crees were
prevailed upon to enter into the treaty. Representatives of the Church of
England, the llethodist Church, the Presbyterian Church and the Catholic Church
were present at the concummation of the treaty. The difficulties met were
very great, and the satisfactory issue of this affair reflected great credit
upon the Commissioners and their assistants.

The ceremonies attendant upon these important proceedings were frequently
very plcturesque and imposing. Let us endeavor to picture the scenes enacted
at Fort Pitt, where the Commissioners arrived on the 5th of September. lbre
than a hundred lodses of Indians were already assembled, but others were
arriving constantly, so the formal opening of proceedings was postponed until
the seventh. In the meantime, Chief Sweet Grass and about thirty of the
principal men called upon the Governor to express their pleasure at his
arrival. Upon entering his tent, they embraced him in their arms, kissing him
on both cheeks.,

On the seventh, the Commissioners went to the Council Tent, which was
pitched upon a high pleteau overlooking the beautiful plain. In the distance

were tree clad hills, and in the foreground the beautiful meadow, dotted



