
comes you can drop i n  behind him, and take up a l l  the  land claims you w a n t .  

But u n t i l  then I caution you t o  put no s takes  i n  our country." 

A t  l a s t  t h e  Canadian Commissioners made a journey of over s i x  hmdred 

miles from Winnipeg to  Fort Carlton, where, on the  23d and 28th of August, 

1876, the  long desi red t r e a t y  was effected.  Cer ta in  o f  the  I W B  aJld 

Saulteaux indeed conspi red t o  prevent Lieut enant-Governor Xorris  and h i s  

company from crossin;,' the  Saskatchewan and enter ing t h e i r  country, but t h i s  

proposit ion was balked by the  . One of the  l a t t e r ,  pointing t o  

t he  r i ve r ,  expressed t h e  views of h i s  nat ion i n  t he  laconic question, "Can you 

stop. the  flow of that river?" It w a s  ch i e f l y  due to  the influence of the  

Honorable Edr. 1,Iackay and or' the  ~n iss ionar ies  tlzat t h e  CJillow Crees were 

prevailed upon t o  en t e r  in to  the  t rea ty .  Representatives of t he  Church of  

England, t h e  AIethodist Church, the Presbyterian Church and t he  Catholic Church 

were present a t  the  concummation of  the  t r ea ty .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  met were 

very g rea t ,  and the  s a t i s f ac to ry  issue of t h i s  a f f a i r  re f lec ted  grea t  c r e d i t  

u$on the Commissioners and t h e i r  a s s i s t an t s .  

The ceremonies at tendant upon these  important proceedings were frequently 

very picturesque and imposirq3. Let us endeavor t o  pic ture  the  scenes enacted 

at  Port  P i t t ,  where the  Commissioners arr ived on t he  5 th  of September. Lbre 

than a hundred lodges of  Indians were already ass.embled, but o thers  were 

a r r i v ing  constantly,  so  the formal opening of proceedings was postponed u n t i l  

the  seventh. In  the  meantime, Chief Sweet Grass and about t h i r t y  of the  

p r inc ipa l  men c ~ l l e d  upon the  Governor t o  express t h e i r  pleasure at h i s  

a r r i v a l .  Upon entering h i s  t e n t ,  they embraced him i n  t h e i r  arms, k i s s i r z  him 

on both cheeks. 

On the  seventh, the Comiiissioners gent t o  t he  Council Tent, which was 

pitched upon a high ple teax overlook in^ t h e  beau t i fh l  p la in .  In t he  dis tance 

were t r e e  c lad h i l l s ,  and i n  the  foregrour~d the  beauti131 meadow, dot ted 


