Lake Superior and the north west angle of the Lake of the Woods proved
unsuccessful until 1873.

Meanwhile Nr. Simpson lud been succeeded by kir. J. 4. L. Provencher
as Commissioner of Indian affairs, and the Honorable Hr.‘Archibald had been
followed by the Honorable Alexander Morrié a8 Governor of llanitoba and the
TPerritories. llessrs. lorris, Provencher, and Dawson in 1873 took up the task
of negotiating a treaty with the 0jibways, whom they et at the north west
angle of the lake of the Woods, in September. The negotiations were attended
by much difficulty and discouragement, and might have failed but for the good
gense and moral courage displayed by Sak—katch-eway, the chief of the Lac Seul
-band. Sweeping aside the petty disagreements that threateﬁed to render the
efforts of the Commissioners nugstory, he stated that‘he and his four hundred
people earnestly desired a treaty, and wished .0 learn the knowledge of the
white man. His band in the fér north country had already begun to till the
soil and desired the assistance of the Government that they might become self-
suéborting. The speech of this chieftain turned the day, and a Great Council
of the chiefs was held, attended also by Honorable James Mackay, Charles Nolin,
Pierre/p.209/ Lavegillier, lr. Provencher, and lir. St. John. In consequence
the negotiations were renewed and uliimately proved successful. Fifty-five
thousand square niles of territory, and four thousand Indians were involved
in this surrender.

lleantime the situation in what is now Saskatchewan and Alberta was month
by month becoming more dangerous. Strong representations were continually
being made to Ottawa. Among these may be quoted the following resolutions
passed by the North West Council on September 8, 1873:

"Resolved:

"That the Council of the North West Territories are of the opinion that,
in view of the rapid increase of settlement in the Nérth West Territories,

and the present disturbed condition of the Indians and their anxiety



