
Lake Superior and the north :vest angle of the Lake of the *Joods proved 

unsuccessful u n t i l  1873. 

LIemv~Slile 12. Simpson l a d  beell succeeded by 1;r. J. A. I:. Provericher 

a s  Comnlissioner of I~idiarl a f f a i r s ,  arld the FTonorable 1:r. Archibald Y~ad been 

followed by the IIonorable Alexander Tiorris s s  Governor of i.'mitoba and the 

Ter r i to r ies .  $.:essrs. Lbrr is ,  Provencher, and Dawson i n  1873 to3k up tke task 

of negotiating a t r ea ty  with the Ojibvrays, whom they 1.1et a t  the north west 

angle of the Lake of the 7,700ds, i n  September. The negotiations were attended 

by much d i f f i c u l t y  and discouragement, and night have f a i l ed  but f o r  the good 

sense ctnd rnoral courage displayed by Sak-katch-eway, the chief of the 3ac Seul 
* 

band. Sweeping asjde the pet ty  disagreer.1ent.s tha t  thret~tened to render the 

e f fo r t s  of the Cornmissioners nugatory, he s ta ted tha t  he and h i s  four hundred 

people earnestly desired a t r ea ty ,  and wished bo learn the knoizrledge of the 

white man. His band i n  the f a r  nor th  country had already begun to till  the 

s o i l  and desired the assistance of the Government thtt they night become se l f -  
* 

supporting. The speech of t h i s  ch ie f ta in  turned the day, ~ n d  a Great Council 

of the chiefs  was held, attended a l so  by Honorable J~unes Biackay, Charles TJolin, 

~ i e r r e / ~ . 2 0 9 /  Lavai l l ier ,  Lir. Provencher, and ILr. St .  John. I n  consequence 

the negotizitions were renewed and u l t  i m t e l ~  proved successf'ul. Fifty-f ive 

thousand sqaare rniles of t e r r i t o r y ,  and four thousand Indians were involved 

i.n t h i s  surrender. 

Keantirne the s i t ua t ion  i n  what i s  now Saslratchev~an find Alberta was month 

by month becoming more dangerous. Strong representations were continually 

being made to  Ottawa. b o n g  these may be quoted the followfng resolutions 

passed by the North Vest Council on September 8, 1873: 

"Resolved: 

"That the  Council of the North l:!est Ter r i to r ies  a r e  of the opinion tha t ,  

i n  view of the  rapid increase of settlement in  the North !lest Ter r i to r ies ,  

and the present disturbed condition of the Indians and t h e i r  anxiety 


