
f i r s t  time, commencing t o  enter the Vest i n  re la t ive ly  large numbers. Rail- 

ways were being b u i l t  o r  projected; mysterious telegraph l ines ,  o r  *speaking 

wires," a s  the Indians cal led them, were extending in to  d i s t r i c t s  h i ther to  

remote from c iv i l iza t ion ;  surveyors viere appearing with extraordinary 

instruments of magic, and, unfortunateljr, too often with manners of ostentatious 

contempt f o r  the t r ad i t i ona l  r igh ts  nnd m t u r a l  prejudices of' the primitive 

occupants of the new land. I~'Loreover, along tile southern f ron t i e r ,  much 

trouble was being experienced on account of t c e  lawless violence of American 

miners and other such representatives of the typical  "Clild ! 7 e ~ t ' ~  element of the  
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I 
As we nave already seen, the trade i n  a l co l~o l i c  li s  a t  a l l  tirile . 

an anspeakable curse t o  the Indians. They tnemselves. reco j n i  zed t h i s  fac t ,  '1 
and t h e i r  chiefs rnahe frequent appl icat i  ons t o  the authori t i e s  for  the taking 

of such s teps  a s  nmld  put an end to  the t r a f f i c .  It  was r i i h t l y  thought tha t  

the consumrmt ion of o f f i c i a l  t r e a t i e s  vrould a s s i s t  i n  the most necessary reform. 

L b ~ o v e r ,  the disappear~rice of the buffalo,  together with the horr ible  ravages 

of smallijox, and other C O ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ O U S  and infectious diseases,  had reduced most 

of the Indian t r i b e s  t o  the d i r e s t  des t i tu t ion .  The wiser among t h e i r  numbers 

saw tha t  tlre only hope oi' t h e i r  survival rested jn the  adapt~i t ion of t h e i r  

modes of l i f e  to  the circ:r,lstcnces o f  the new era dawning before tlierfi. 

One cannot but be impressed by the r ; l i l g l i w  of a r t lessness ,  shrewdness 

and digni ty  tha t  characterize3 $ 1 : ~  i l i d i~~r ,  Chiefs th rou~hout  t h e i r  negotiations 

with the  Cornrnissioners of the Canttdisn Sovernr;~ent. 

They stood firm upon t h e i r  primary r igh ts  as the ancient occupants of the 

s o i l .  "This i s  what we think," sa id  hh-we-do-pe-nais t o  Governor 1;;orris 

duriw the negotiations of the t h i r d  t reaty .  'Chen the Great Cpir i t  planted 

us on t h i s  ground, me were a s  you were where you came from. :Ye think where 

v:e are  i s  our property." They recognized c lear ly  enough, however regretful ly ,  


