
qompanions t o  rescue him, and i n  the melee the unfortunate old warrior met 

h i s  death./page 190. 

CHAPTER A W  

DAVID LAIRD--TEE DEBT OVXD IIIb: BY THE ' %ST-11GI.E3SRS 0 F HIS COWJC IL--LIVIIiG- 
STOIJE, %&I RIV";, ?:dl3 PROVISIOXAL CAPITAL-EL?;ORS OF TIIE: ELXLY 
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OF 20~EKqr~b131?T TO BATTLXFOKD , 1877-TFTE C IVIL I XRRI AGE COI!TROYERSY-- 
TEZ C0U:CIL TEE SETTLE,GI!T OF ALL IsALF3R33D CUIErS--DDTGER OF AN 
IITDIQT OVTBHSS-PIET PRO7JISI OTT IN A I D  OF SCHOOLS--DIFFICULTIES 
mGAHDIIiG ELECTORAL DISTRICTS--DILATORY C3IDVCT OF TIE mmL AUTHOR- 
ITIES--THIRD SESSI3B OF C3UIICIL, 1879-LAIRD %SIGNS SUPERE:TEID~JCY 
0 F Il> IaJ .lFF~~IRS-fm~t'SPAPZR C OL2,3IiT--DI SAPPEARAIJCE 0 F !EE BUFFALO-- 
APPEAL TO PI?I!JCZSS LOU1 SE--DI SAF-FECT ION OF S X R D Y  ' S 3NiD--DELAY I N  
FOR'iAEDITiG TR3.4TY a.'3TTEY--VOLUTm! ;2R : IILITIA CO2IPBNY--PROTESTS AGAINST 
FXDEXAL LALADl.;I NI STUTI ON--DX!~IDIEY BZC OllES IlD I AIV COEDDS SI O?I?2R- 
FIRST ELECTORAL DISTRICT PROCLliILm--COI?STIwTIC~~AL DIFFICULTIES-- 
FAR!) '?I:XS-+;iBIL ShZRVICE--VISITS OF LORD DUFFdRIN AND TIX IJIARCJJIS OF 
LORNE--LAIRD ' S SUBSE$LEI~,T C W R .  

When, on October 7, 1876, the  Honorable David Laird became Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North Vest Terr i tor ies ,  a new era w a s  opened al ike i n  the 
governnel,t and the development of the Vest. ICr. Laird was already well known 
t o  the public a s  a journalist  and statesman. Be 1x.d been a member of the 
Haythorne administration i n  Prince Edward Island, and was a delegate to 
Ottawa from the island colony when negotiations were undertaken for  i ts  entry 
into the Dominion. In 1873 he was elected to  the House of Commons, and i n  M r .  
Mackenziets administration he held the of f ice  of 1i;iinister of the Inter ior .  
In that capacity, as we have seen i n  a previous chapter, he had already 
played a very important part  i n  relat ion to  the negotiation of Indian t r ea t i e s ,  
especially the Treaty of Qu' Appelle. M r .  Laird was subject to  h is  share of 
acrimonious party cr i t ic ism,  but now tha t  the smoke of b a t t l e  has cleared 
away it is  agreed on a l l  hands tha t  there/~. l91/  a r e  few men who have given 
to  the West services more characterized by fairness,  breadth of sympathy, 
in tegr i ty  and public s p i r i t .  The following paragraph i s  quoted from a well- 
known publicis t  who, though a po l i t i ca l  opponent, was cognizant of the 
problems confront in^,. our f i r s t  resident Governor: 

'%r. Laird's posit ion was f s r  from being a sinecure. His time was taken 
up with receiving deputations of discontented and often defiant savages. ------- 
H i s  residence was the central  figure of an Indian encampr:!ent f o r  h is  followers 
loved t o  observe and comnlent upon h i s  every movement, and h is  kitchen was an 
Indian restaurant,  where nectls were served a t  a l l  hours while the gaests J= ai ted.  To add t o  the pleasure of his inviroments,  h i s  actions 'and motives 
were m i  scans trued and n is  represented by some of the eastern newspapers, 
which were ready with t h e i r  cr i t ic ism despite the fac t  that they displayed a 
vast ignorance of everything pertaining t o  the IJorth Vest in  the very a r t i c l e s  


