
relat ions with the police, wrote as follows i n  his  report for  1880: 

"The conduct of those starving and des t i tu t e  people, t h e i r  pat ient  enduro 

i ance, t h e i r  sympathy, the extent to which they assis ted each other, and t h e i r  

s t r i c t  observance of a l l  order would re f lec t  c redi t  upon the moat c ivi l ized 

community. I an pleased to  infomi you, as no doubt it w i l l  give you pleasure 

t o  know, that the greatest  good feeling and consideration was extended to these 

poor sufferers  by the men a t  Wood Mountain Post. The l i t t l e  tha t  was da i ly  

l e f t  from t h e i r  table  was careful ly  preserved and meted out as  f a r  a s  it would 

go t o  the women and children. During those f ive  or s ix  weeks of d i s t r e s s  I 

do not think t h a t  one ounce of food was wasted a t  Vtood Mountain Post; every 

man appeared to  be interested i n  saving what l i t t l e  he could, and day a f t e r  day 

they divided t h e i r  rations with those starving people. I must f'urther mention 

that  the Indians received assistance from the  halfbreeds." 

'rialsh also says tha t  S i t t ing  Bull promised not to  place any obstacle i n  

the way of those people of his camp who wished to return to  t h e i r  agencies, 

2 and tha t  he kept h is  word. 

"If the ylhite BIother," said S i t t ing  Bul1,"is determined to drive me out 

I 
of her country and t o  force m e  into the hands o f  people who I know a re  but 

waiting l i k e  hungry wolves to  take my l i f e ,  would the ~ u ~ e r i n t e n d - / ~ . l 8 8 /  
t'" 

ent not see the President of the United States and ascertain the best 

conditions upon which I may be permitted to  return?" 

Yfalsh replied that  i f  the Canadian Government would permit him to do so, 

he would cornply with t h i s  request. 'Phis proposed mission to  the American 

capi ta l  i s  said,  i n  police c i r c l e s ,  t o  have been prevented only by the personal 

veto of S i t  John Zhcdonald. In the *- s*j~~er--ol_f__h_881~ S i t t i ng  Bull came t o  Quf 

Appelle with those of his  band yet a t  large i n  Canada. He expected to meet 

I Colonel tValsh, who was absent on leave, presumably i n  conllection with the 

! business alluded to  above. He found Colonel Steele in command, and when he 

presented h i s  request for  a reservation sach as other Siounn bands had obtained 


