
122-126 After  remaining at  Standing Rock Agency u n t i l  June, 1884, I was t rans fe r red  as 

f armer-in-charge t o  the  newly created Turt le  f4ountai.n Chippewa Indian reservation.  

Familiar with the  Indians as f a r  north a s  Hudson's Elay, I was subsequently appointed, 

a f t e r  other men had f a i l ed ,  a s s i s t an t  agent on the  same reservation,  but  under b j o r  

John vY. Cramsie, the  Indian agent a t  Devi l ' s  Lake, whose ju r i sd ic t ion  included the  

Turt le  Biiountain Chippewa reservation.  

Both the  Red River half-breeds and the  Chippewas, *o belonged t o  the Canadian 

jur isdic t ion,  were on the  reservation claiming maintenance from the  United a t a t e s  

government. I made an enrolment of the  Indians e n t i t l e d  t o  ra t ions  and other  supplj-es 

from the  United S ta tes ,  i n  wnich I excluded the half-breeds and the  Chippewas. After  

I had prepared the enrolment another man was  sen t  t o  re l i eve  me, 

The Riel  rebel l ion,  of wnich Louis f i e1  w a s  the  head a d  Gabriel  Dumont the  m i l i -  

t a r y  leader,  was menacing the  Canadian government at  t h a t  time. Idly successor found a 

dead nan between S t .  John, Dakota t e r r i t o r y ,  and the Canadian l i n e .  Knowing of the  

rebe l l ion  and the  at tendant disorder, he turned back witnout so  much as looking a t  my 

enrolment. Another man was sent  out, but  ne too a f t e r  making a few inqui r ies ,  aban- 

doned the  work. It looked as i f  tine rebe l l ion  would spread t o  the  in te rna t iona l  

border and I was reca l led  a s  a s s i s t an t  agent, a posi t ion I held f o r  four  more years. 

The s e a t  of the  rebe l l ion  was i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Duck Lake, about 120 or  130 

miles northwest of Rinnipeg. The Canadians compiained t o  the  English ambassador a t  

ifashington t h a t  Indians from the United S t a t e s  were a s s i s t i ng  the rebels.  The ambas- 

sador l a i d  the  case before the  Secretary of S ta te .  The Secretary of the In t e r i o r  

thereupon d i rec ted  me t o  invest igate  the  complains and ascer ta in  i f  they had any merits. 

About t h i s  time Aaron wells, my brother, who had replaced me as  a s s i s t an t  farmer 

on the  Standing Rock reservation, was shown a l e t t e r  by S i t t i n g  Bull,  who asked him 

t o  read it f o r  him. The l e t t e r  was from Gabriel Dumont, the  r ebe l  m i l i t a ry  leader.  

It requested S i t t i n g  Bull  t o  secure a pass f o r  the  IZees and the  Gros Ventres permit- 

t i n g  them t o  cross  the border and assist in the rebell ion.  Aaron t o ld  S i t t i n g  Bull  


