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- the opportunity of securing to himself the honor of receiving/the surrender of the
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once for Sitting Full's camp, lesving me to conduct the negotiations in such manner
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famous chieftain, and immediately authorlzed m

‘as circumstances and my own judgment micht dictete.
I lost no time in prepesration, and the following morning found me on the way

to Ruined Timber, distant from Fort uford about two hug@ye@ and thirty miles. My

route lay along the Miscouri, west from Fort Buford about ninety miles, sixty-five

miles to Camp Poplar Creek, and twenty-five miles from that plzce to Tolf Point, where

®1 turned away from the llissouri, om a line due nnrth for
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;oody Iounta:n, in “ﬂnada.
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Here I had to cross a nlain, one hupdred and ten. mides wide;-withowtwood and but
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%little water. The entire distance seems to be one Vast, wndulating. plein. Dut in
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Fact, from the moment I Teft the Lissouri Velley, I tegan the ascent of the ‘joody
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;} Mountain, for in reszlity, the northern edge of/this plain forms the summit of the

{‘Toody tlountein Range. I met with no ~dveonture In the teo dzys occipied in
corssing. It wus ultosethier a lonesome journey. The only thing noticeable was the
to%al absence of any kind of game whatever. My thoughts were Tully cccupied with
the work I had undettaken. The chances of success or failure; the danger awaiting

me, when I should attempt to enter the inhospiteble precincts of the camp of the

reputed savage and hostile chief. DJut I had no thought of turning back. For twenty

vears the U, S. Government had vainly tried to brinu these same Indians into the
wmﬁ}w@WéMwVﬁarM%mm - o AT

asgencies, Zvery possible means h+d been emploved. Famous Indian diplomots, priests,

preachers, lawyers, and whole ctmies had been in turn emnloyed to effect the capture

| or surrender of Sitting Bulil, costing millions of dollars, =nd hundreds of human

: 20

g lives; but Sitting Bull, with his formidsble band of Hunkpspa Sioux, / were still
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on the war path, still a mensce and terrvor to the pioneers of the nlains, and I had
undertaken to do th=t which had vaffled ~11 others. It was the one opportunity of my
life, and I determined to succeed or perish in the attempt. The sun wus slmost

down, on the evening of the fourth day out from Fort Luford, when I reached the

northern extermity of the plain, or, s it is sometimes called, "the jumping-off



