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f o r  a c t u a l  a b s i b t a n c e  by t h e l a r g e  numbers of f o r e i g n  Indian8 at  preseh 
wsth in  Cana &an t e r r i t o r y  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  ourown Indians.  

The un ! e r s igned  a v a i l s  himself f of t h i s  opoor tuni ty  t o  mention 
t h e  a n x i e t y  which'he f e e l s  r e  pec t ing  t h e  anomerlous and o r i t i m a l  
cond i t ion  of Indian a f f a i r s  in the  s ~ u t h  west p o r t i o n  o f  the  t e r r i t o r -  
i e s  o f  Canada, i n  consequence of t h e  continued presence af tkr  ss t ha re  
of t h e  lagge bodies  of Indians ,  who crossed  t h e  boundary f o r  refuge frm 
from he United S t a t e s  t roops  i n  1875. The formidable c h a r a c t e r  of  t h i s &  
element and i t s  d i s t u r b i n g  tendencies  considered i n n e l a t i o n  t o  our  own 
Indians ,  and i t s  g i P 8 t t x  e f f e c t  upon t h e i r  MI f o a d x s ~ ~ p p t ~  source of 
food supply, must cont inue t o  e x c i t e  apprehensions as tcs the  u l t ima te  
consequences should such an arrangement not  soon be made as w i l l  r e s u l t  
i n  t h e  retur.1 of t h e  f o r e i t n  Indians Co t h e i r  own oountry. 

The b e s t  a u t h o r i t i e s  agree  i n  r ep resen t ing  f i v e  years  as t h e  maxi- 
mum per iod  f o r  which t h e  food wants of thd Indians of the  P l a i n s  m~ybe 
t o  any reasonable extent  s u p ~ l i e d  from t h e  b u f f a l o ,  an t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  rendered a l l  the  more c r i t i o a l  from day t o  day during t h e  pe r lod  
i n  consequence of the  r i s k  of a c o l l i s i o n  between our Indians  and those 
of t h e  United S t a t e s  wi th in  our  t e r r i t o r y ,  inc reas ing ,  as tha t  risk doe 
i n  exact  propor t ion  t o  t h e  decrease of t h i s  means ofsuBBiatamce. 

Had it no t  been f o r  t h e  exce l l en t  temper shown throughout by our 
Indians  during t h e  pas t  two yea r s  and a ha l f  i n  view of  t h e  p r e s e n c e u f  
among them of such l a r g e  numbers of fo rd ign  bands, whose olrly means of 
subs i tance  h a s  been druwn from t h e i r  am food supply,  d is turbances  ser- 
i o u s l y  comprdmieing the  twd Governments r i g h t  belorenow have pccurred. 

It i e  only f a i r ,  however , t o  S i t t i n g B u l l  a;nd t h e  o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e  
c h i e f s  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Indians who took refude i n  our t e r r i t o r y ,  
t o  say  t h a t  t h e i r  conduct has  been of a charabter  t o  which no except ion 
whatever can be taken. But i t  is hardly  reasonable t o  suppose t h a t  the  
next  few years can be got  over  wi thout ,  t o  say t h e  l e a s t ,  g r e a t  incon- 
v iences  bei* oaueed t o  t h e  two Governments fromt eh ebb and flow of 
t h e  Indians of both c o u n t r i e s  s c r o s s  t h e  bountl8ry l i n e .  The Dominion wl, 
w i l l  be c a l l e d  upon immediately-indeed t h e  ques t ion  had a l ready  forced 
i t s e l f  upon us-to determine how our Indians  of t h e  P l a i n s  a r e  t o  be 
subs-ted when t h e  supply of food af forded by t h e  buirfalo shal l  C/ hafe  
e h a u s t e d .  The d i f  i c u l t y  w i t h  such view w i l l ,  it i s  no t  necessary t o  
say ,  be anhanced t o  a s e r i o u s  ex teb t  by  t h e  presence Qn t h e  t e r r i t o r -  
~ i e s  of l a rge  numbers of United S t a t e s  7E[~dians,  having no means of l ie 
l i v i n g ,  and who fern t h e r e f o r e  oannot bgr regazded i n  a n t  o t h e r  l i g h t  t h a  
as a marauding element and consequently abhagonist io  t o  t h e  peace o f the  
country.  

It i s  h a r d l y  necessafry gor t h e  undersigned t o  remi nd -is. Excel la  
eop t h a t  t h e  Canadian eovernment a r e  i n  no way respons ib le  f o r  t h e  
condi t ion  of aff i rs  under d i scuss ion .  The Indians $m ques t ion  were d r i a  
d r iven  i n t o  Canadian t e r r i t o r y  a f t e r  having been worsted by Ubited Stah 
S t a t e s  Tro ops,  with whom they  ha come i n t o  c o l l b s i o n ,  it i s  saidm 
whether r i g h t l y  o r  wrongly pf l i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s a g  out  of u n j u s t  t r ea t*  
mentthky had rece ived  at t e  hands of tk agents  of t h e  Government SEd 

/ \ fisualr i n  t h e  mat ter  of t r e a t y  sd$axtm#~xfxxpxm@m~~ promi- 
e ses .  The nomadic h a b i t s  of these  Indians ,  and t h  f a c i l i t y  with which 
they  move from place  o t  p lace ,  render i t x r r x  impossible f o r  t h e  Govern 
ment I f  Canada t o  d r ive  them back and t h e  ohly way out of t h e  d i f f i a u l t y  
which sugges ts  i t s e l f  is  fr the Government of t h e  United S t a t e e  t o  take 
such lpeasures a8 may induoe them t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  proper a l l eg ianoe  
and t h e i r  own country. I t  maybe $aid t h a t  e f for t8"arCGalready made wih 
w i t h  t h a t  view have been unsnocessful It  i s  tsgaxfy equal ly  t r u e ,  hone 
eve r ,  thar t h e s e  e f f o r t s  were made very  shor t  y  a f t e r  t h e  Indians  
a r r i v e d  i n  Canada, before t h e  fe : l ing  of b i t t i e r  animosity e n t e r t a i n e d  
by them t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t roops  and Government had had time t o  be 
at a l l  sof tnend,  and e s p e c i a l l y  at a time when b u f f a l o  were abundaat i n  
Canadian t e r r i t o r y .  'here is some reasonto  be l ieve  t h a t  a d i f e e r e n t  spt 
~ p l r i t  might be exh ib i t ed  by S i t t i n g  Bull  abd t h e  o t h e r  l ead ing  c h i e f s ,  


