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Cmmmissioners feport  1830.
The honorable
The Minister of the Interior
Ottawa.

Fort Walsh, Cypress Hills, N3W)Ti.29th December, 1880.
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Pagel4. Specisl sit to Wood Mt,

Cn the 18th of Novemberélast I left this place for Wood Mt., accompanied by
Inspector Gotton, the acting adjutant of the force, ani Surgeon Kennedy. Je reached
%here on the 235rd NHavenbsr.

While there 1 had several interviews with "Sitting Bull" and other Chiefs
of the american refugee Siocux.

The recason® that necessitated my visit to Wood Mt., and the result of the
interviews I have alluded to, I have already reported to you. It is needless therefore,
that 1 should here enter into any recapitulation, further than saying that I trust that

t no very distant date "Sitting Bull" and his followers will have guietly surrende

to nited States a BBy b e BB LA BN R lh B DL OR-W RO SR e past- s FEen a so
source of great and perpatual anxiety. 1
Many of the refugee Sioux have already xmumm surrendered yhemselves to the

sAmericans authorities.

The principadl chief so surrendering was "Sp@tted Eugle," who, with sixty-five
lodges, gave himself up at Fort Keogh, WNited-3taies,.during the monti-of October Last.
"Spotted Bagle™ is a chief of much immaxiwmmExinfluence with the oux; the number
of his followers was considerable. .he fact of his having surrendered will not be wéthout
its good resuits, inasmuch as it is likely to be the means of incuding the remaining camp
under "Sitting Bull," still on this s de of the line, to foliow his emample.

From Supt. Crozier's report you will notice that a Sioux Indian . named "low
Dog" left Wood Mt., accompanied by his followers, on the eleventh instant, with the full

{ntehtion of surrendering. Egg?g;’£¥4:;57g§7

I am perfectly satisfied that this, to us, most s actory~state of affuris
:>‘:fas brought ebout frog the contents of your messages, which I teansmitted to the Sioux
S\, a

t my late interviews with them.

On my return trip from Wood Mt. I experienced very severe an stormy weather,
which . set in almost imme.iiately after my departure from that pots. The thermometer
during the 81x days 1 was enroute must have hveraged somethlng llke 30 degrees below zero,
The distan , K- : i S50

and. bleak plain, where not the gliahles ‘ of
The officers and ENA"WEH Tomposing the par y suffered much Tfrom exposure, all
being more or less frost bitten. at times it became necessary to dig the horses and con-
veyances out of snow drifts in the coulees.

This we succeeded in doing until a point wi‘hin 17 miles of Fort Walsh was
reached. Here it .was as much as we could do to get kbEmkxxxe® the horses themselves out
of the snow. Wkem it was accompolished, eazch c¢fficer and man +took the harness off a
horse and ro de Dbareback into Fort W:lsh, whixh wuas reached long after dark. On arrival
here we ascertained that the mercury in the thermometer was frozen. Lverytiing we were f
forced to abandon when the horses were taken out of the harness was brought in the next
day.

I have alluded to my return from Wood Mt. in order that some xdr slight idea
may be form:e aw to hardshipsae.



