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Father Hugonard and Sb. .

In the Indian War of 1876, on the ~xerican side, S.E. and his Sioux wiped out
General Custer and his command, and then toox refuge on the Canadian side at Fort lWalsh.
In the spring of 1878 there being no buffado in that vicinity S.E. struck north, and,
with about 1,500 of his fcollowers camped two riiles westu of the mission. Father Kugonard
wzs alone, for Father Decorby had gone to Fort Garry for supplies. There was a great sh
shortage of flour which wes worth twenty doilars for a sackx® of a hundred pounds . They
had none 1to spare at the Hudson's Bay post at Qu'Appgkéle, and the mission had only ;
three sacks left, but when $.B. éent scrie men down he thought it best to¥lend™ them a sac
sack.  eanwhile he had heard that there was plenty of flour at Fort Eliice, which
involved a journey of 12J miles, and he sent a half-breed to that post with four Red Rivef
carts, He returned with six sacks on each ecart. The Sioux knew this; and they were having
very hard times to get suf.icient food for so many. There wﬁ;vno place nearer than Wood
Mountein, and only two white men at the Fort, Mr Eclean whomwas in charge and the Father
thought, a Iir.Calder.

The reader will kindly iagine for himself the young Frenchnpriest not very
togg out from the sunny vineyards of Southern rrance, where he
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kad been brought up in the mellow:ciévilization of a tounsand years, sitiing one wuiet
springmorning in the solitary mission in that.deep Qu'Appelle Valley, teaching some
/ native children. “wo miles away, on the bench he had his neighbors the Sioux, notved
! "tigers" of the american plains, who not long before had butchered.in fair gight General
Custer, great Indian VWarrior, and all his mounted men. .hen Fatlier Hugbnard told the
experience to me I made some notes, which I have been fortunate enough to €ind. I can
therefore give the reader ghe stor: pretty much in the Reverend Father's own quiet wx
matter of fact way and without any coloring of my own. He said. "The next morning after
the flour arrived from Fort Hliice, auw. about ten o'clock, I heard some unillasual
dinging, or rather yelling, and I went cutside amd here were azbout eighty of Sitting Bull's
menall on hérse back riding along the trail in paint and feathers, and a}ll with shot guns.
I thought the; wou.d go on, but they turned down to the mission, and when they got tp
the gate they sent out three big yelld. They they all dismounted ani tied their horses,
dxcept one, and that was Sitting Bull who contin.ed to sit silentand unmovedon his horse.
After they had tied their horses, they led S.B.'s horse very solemnly to the door of the
house, whire SB dismounted, and gave Lis horse to some une who led it back. Then Sb came
into the house and acout twenty men followed him. There was not room for any mpree. They
all shook hands with me and said How2! How! the way they talked!! but I could not say a
word; I did not know a phrase of Sioux, There was pretty nearly alvways sone half-breed
or Indian around, and I sent a hczlf-breed to fetch snother one whom I knew could talk
Sioux. Sitiing B. and his men were not threatening, but ikexexwEsxmetxcxzug they scemed
tc be kind of 'on the fence'. I tried to be pmXi® as polite with them as I could because
to tell the truth I was 'alittle bit scared'. Knowing what they had done to Custer
I was not without some fear, and I thought the best thing was to trea. them well. I had
some dry {(bufialo) meat, and a litile pork and some bannock, and we cut this and servead
it in AxzkE slicesy but there was .0t enough meat ror half of them. I had & good bit of
vegetables left-turnips, parsnips and carrots, and about half of the:. had to hdwe veget-

ables. I had alsg tea and sugar, and they seemed pleased for t iving
poorly up at their camp. Aftgr the meal ¥ gave thgm tobaccg. Wﬁgg ?ggeh%i¥i%%eggrgame




