
you a r e  t e l l i n g  the t ruth? Ye have been l i ed  to  so many times tha t  we w i l l  not 
k 

believe any words that  your agent sends t o  us. I f  we return he w i l l  take away 
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our guns and ponies, put some of us in  j a i l  for  stealing c a t t l e  and plundering 

houses. Qe prefer t o  s tay here and die i f  necessary, t o  loss of l iber ty.  Tde 

a re  f ree  now and have plenty of beef, can dance a l l  thetime i n  obedience t o  

the commsnd of Great b'akantanka. !Ye t e l l  you to  return to  your agent and say 

to hirn that  the Dakotas i n  the Bad Lands are  not going to  come in." 

No Feck re joined: 
L - /  

I'Think, my people, hor foolish i s  t h i s  action! Do come in, and a l l  w i l l  

be well; remain out here, and you w i l l  be killed." 

Short Bull added : 

" I t  i s  be t te r  t o  d ie  here as brave men, and i n  obedience to the commands 

of the Good Spi r i t ,  than t o  l ive  l ike  cowards a t  the agency on scanty rations,  

disarmed, without horses and guns. XO, we w i l l  not return! If we dance, our 

Good Spi r i t  w i l l  protect us, and vrhen a l l  dancers a re  sincere, the bul le t s  

of the soldiers w i l l  harmlessly f a l l  to  the ground without power to hurt. 

There is no arrfljr so powerful that  i t  can c ~ n t e n d  with ::akantanka; therefore 

we are  not afraid to remain here." 

The gathering broke up, and nearly every one continued in the ghost dance. 

For two days the host i les  would not have fur ther  words with the friendly 

scouts. Friday a d  Saturday, the 12th and 13th, the l a s t  coilncil was held. 

The scenes accompanying the closing of t h i s  gathering, Saturday afternooh, 

were very th r i l l i ng ,  and for a space of two hours i t  seemed a s  i f  a general/p.579/ 

ba t t l e  would ensue between tho*e who desired to  return to  the agency and the 

hosti les.  

About noon, Saturday, TWO Strike-who had been one of  the leaders in the 

dance-arose and announced h is  intention to  return t o  the agency with the 

scouts, accompanied by about one hundred and forty-five lodges. Crow Dog 


