
( t he  Indians) had been too credulous and imposed upon, tvnich report from 

hiin would sa t i s fy  the Sioux, and a l l  pract ices  of tile ghost socie 

e; b a t  i f  ne found the I;Iessiah, they be permitted t o  continue 

t h e i r  medicine practices,  and organize a s  they a r e  now endeavoring to do. 

*I told  him t;mt t h i s  proposition was a novel one, but tha t  the attempt 

to  carry it out would be s imilar  to an attempt to  catch up with the wind tha t  

the attempt t o  carry it out would be sirnilar to  an attempt t o  catch up with 

the wind tha t  blew l a s t  year, but tha t  I wished him t o  come to  m y  house, 

wnere I ~iould give ilim a whole night or  a day and night,  i n  which time I 

tho%ht I couid convince him of the absuraity 3f t h i s  fool ish craze, arid the 

fac t  of his  makirg/page 566/ ne the proposition t;!~-jt he did was a convincing 

proof t hz t  he !:id not f u l l y  believe i n  ;-hat ne 'ms  professing and he t r ied 
h -. * *,..- .,*. ~ ~ * ~ - ~ L ~ - ~ ~ - + - ,  . . . < "i- a*-- . - - - 

so bard to  make others believe. 

"He did not, however, promise fu l ly  t o  come into the agencj- t o  discuss 

tile matter, but said  i;e would consider r;ly t a lk  and decide a f t e r  deliberation.  

I consumed three days i n  iAlakiW t h i s  t r i p ,  and f ee l  well repaid fo r  what I 

accomplished, as  mjr presence in  their c~ ids t  encouraged the weaker and 

doubting, and s e t  those who a re  believers t o  ti,inkirg of the a d v i s a b i l i t j ~  of 

discontinuing the nonsensical practices.  I a lso found that the act ive 

members i n  the d m ~ e  :?Etrc+ r i c t  more than half  the  number of e a r l i e r  dancers, 

and I believe tha t  i s  is losing ground among the Indians, and r$hile there  

a re  many who half-believe, I am sa t i s f i ed  tha t  I can keep the dance confined 

t o  tne Grand River d i s t r i c t .  

"Desirixg to  use every reasonable means t o  bring S i t t i n g  Bull and h i s  

followers to abandon t h i s  dance, and to look upon i t s  rlractice as  detrimental 

t o  t h e i r  individual i n t e r e s t  and the welfare of t h e i r  children, I made the 

t r i p  hereiri reported to  ascer ta in  the extent of the disaffect ion and the 

best  means of effect ing i t s  discontinuance. From close observation I am 


