
number of the spectators, I went on to  the house of Henry Bullhead, three 

miles d is tan t ,  where I remained over night,  and returned t o  S i t t ing  Bull 's 

house next morning, where I had a long t a lk  with S i t t ing  Bull and a number 

of h i s  followers. 

I spoke very plainly to them, pointing out w h a t  r i d  been/~.565/done by 

the government for  the Sioux people, and how th i s  faction, by the i r  present 

conduct, were 2busing the confidence th t  had been reposed in them by the 

government in  i t s  m?ganimity i n  grant irg them f u l l  amnesty for  a l l  past 

offences when, from dest i tut ion and imminent s tarvat  ion, they were compelled 

to surrender as prisoners of war i n  1880 and 1881, and I dwelt a t  length 

upon what w a s  beiw done in  the wax of edtlcation of the i r  children and fo r  

t h e i r  o m  industr ia l  advancement, and assured them of what t h i s  absurd chase 

would lead to  and the result  that  would cer tainly follow. 

"1 spoke with fealing and earnestness, and my taskwas well received, 

and I am convinced tha t  it had a good effect.  S i t t i n g  Bull, while being 

very obstinate and a t  f i r s t  inclined t o  assume the role of a big chief before 

h i s  followers, f ina l ly  admitted the t ruths  of my reasoning, and said that  he 

believed me to be a friend t o  the Indians as a people, but that  I did not 

l i k e  him personally, but tha t  when in  doubt i n  any rnatter i n  following my 

advice he always found it well, ard that now he had a proposition t o  

make to r e  which, i f  I agreed to  and would carry out, it would a l l ay  a l l  

Parther excitement among the Sioux over the ghost dance, or e l se  convince me 

of the t m t h  of the bel ief  of the Indians i n  t h e i r  new doctrine. 

"Ee then stated h is  proposition, which was t b a t  I should accompany 

him on a journey t o  t race from tne beginning the story of the Indian Kessiah, 

and when he reached the l a s t  t r ibe ,  or where it originated, i f  they could 

not produce the man who star ted the story,  and me did not find the new 

lilessiah, as described, upon the earth,  together with tile dead Indians 

returning to reinhabit t n i s  country, ile would return convinced that they 


