
tha t  the m s t  powerful influence was that  exerted by Si t t ing  Bull. It was 

determined that  he should be brought t o  the agerlcx and every influence 

tha t  could be brought to  bear was put for th to th i s  end. The report of 

Indian Agent h fcLa~h l in  reveals the nature of such ef for t s ,  and throws a 

f lo  od of l ight  on the character of him who w ~ s ,  perhaps, the greatest  Indim 

since the days of Tecumseh. 

The document i s  addressed t o  Commissioner of Indian Affiars, Xo rgan, 

and reads in  -11 as follows: 

"Having just returned from Grant River d i s t r i c t ,  and, refering to  my 

former communication rei1;adirg the ghost dance craze among the ~ndians ,  I 

have the honor t o  report that  on Satarday evening l a s t  I learned tha t  such 

a dance was i n  progress in  S i t t ing  BullTs cmp, arid that  a large number of 

Indians of the Grand River settlements mere participators. S i t t i ng  Bull ts  

camp is on the Grand River, for ty  miles southwest f r o m  the agency, i n  a 

section of country outside of the l ine  of t ravel ,  only v is i ted  by those 

connected with the Indian service, and was, therefore, a secluded place fo r  these 

scenes. 

"1 conclttded t o  take them by surprise,  and on Saturday morning l e f t  f o r  

that  settlement, accoriqanied by Louis Primeau, arriving there about 3 P. 2:. , 

and, having l e f t  the road asually traveled by me i n  visiti-ng the Settlement, 

w e  got upon them unexpectedly and found a ghost dance st i t s  height. 

"There were about fo rty-five men, twenty-five wornen, twenty-f ive boys, 
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and ten g i r l s  participating (a  majority of the boysland g i r l s ,  u n t i l  a few 

weeks ago, pupils of the day schools of the Grant Biver settlement), and 

approxiraflting 200 with lookers-on, most of whom had the i r  families with 

them and encamped i n  the nbighborhood. I did not attempt to  stop the dance then 

g o i w  on, as,  i n  t h e i r  crazed condition, under the excitement, it imuld have 

been useless it atterapt i t ,  bat a f t e r  re:nainix soriie time talking; with a 


