
the Indians of the Southern Plains, while the Sioux of the north had over- 

come a l l  successive cornbinations =ainst them, compelling the government 

t o  pacify them by giving tilern up a l l  tiley asked for,  in  the t reaty of 1868. 

The War Department i;ad made a gal lant  struggle t o  hold t h i s  country, 

but S i t t i ng  Bull and the hosti les had beaten them. Look again on the ~aap 

a t  the s i t e s  of old Port Reno and old Fort-n-last 9 i g  rigu -~ 
at the e&e of S i t t ing  Bull's stronghold. I t  was the scene of the fearful  
T- 

massacre of 1 8 4 ,  when almost the whole garrison was a n n i h i l a t s d ~ t  was 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep t h i s  fo r t  supplied. Zverything had to  come by wagon 

t r a i n  from Fort Fetterman on the south, while S i t t ing  Bull drew a l l  h i s  

supplies of amrimnition from Fort Peck and a dozen other places, and lived 

on the buffalo by which he was surrounded. The white men could not starve 

him, but he could harass them constantly, and he did so. Finallir itlx 

3epartment was compelled to  abandon Forts Reno and Kearney, and gave up the 
/ 

country t o  S i t t ing  Zull, by the t rea ty  of 1868. / 
Five years l a t e r ,  i n  1873, i t  was judged expedient to  break that t rea ty  
r"-'"--" --------- --- ------ ---------...-_- - -- _ 

and t r y  a new l ine  of operat ion, t h i s  time up the valley of the Te~l&stoKe. 
-... ---- -T.--.- ,....- 

- - - I  

)\ This l i ne  possessed one and only one advantage; ivhile the Yellowstone was 

I navidable, supplies, and even an expedition, could be sent up by steaixer 

comparatively safe from the Indihns. By larid, as Stanley went, the/page 282 

Yellowstone route was a s  bad as  the r e s t ,  except fo r  provisions. I t  w a s  

\ very long, and did not stop tile supplies of S i t t ing  3ull .  The only reason 

! Stanley escaped serious disaster ,  was that he kept near the r ive r  and was 

able to  xse his a r t i l l e% wnile S i t t ing  Bull was not as  yet joined by any 

very formidable force of agency Indians. In the war of 1876 a l l  t h i s  was 

t o  be changed, and Si t t ing  Bull was to find himself i n  a perfect position, 

occupying in ter ior  l ines ,  able t o  s t r ike  a t  h i s  enemies wherever he 

pleased and beat them i n  de ta i l s ,  and a l l  tile while able to draw h i s  supplies 

and reinforcements from a number s f  concentrstting l ines ,  none of which h i s  


