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t h e i r  medicine over t h e  buffa lo 's  tracks.  The bu l l  was only able  t o  walk. 
The dancers ca ie  up t o  hirr., s a t  on h i s  back and on h i s  head, pulled h i s  
beard, and dragged him i n t o  the  cm:-circle, where he was k i l l ed .  Before 
p a r a l g z w  the  bul l ,  t h e  dancers were playinq with a l a rge  rat,tl.esnake. 
It i s  a l so  sa id  t ha t  they take a s t i c k  with a l i t t l e  arass on the  end of 
it, s p i t  t h e i r  medicine on t h i s ,  and then ellow a snake t o  b i t e  it. Then, 
str ikin:  it with t he  s t i c k  along t h e  length of i t s  body, they make it un- 
able  t o  co i l ,  so t ha t  they can handle it with impunity. They paralyze 
dogs by s t r i k ing  them, and give t l  em t o  t h e i r  %randfathers for food. I f  
a dog runs away from theq, they.cause it t o  f a l l  down, unable t o  "nave, by 
merely sweeping t h e i r  capes over i ts  t racks .  The dancers a r e  unable t o  
paralyze o r  i n j a r e  one a;iotner, because the:- a re  protected by the  same 
root that gives then: t h e i r  gower. m e n  they des i re  a woman, they 50 sround 
her t e n t ,  s p i t ~ i n g  on it. ?+%en they enter ,  the  h a t e s  a r e  so f a s t  asgeep 
t h a t  they do not awake. 

It i s  evident t na t  suggestion is an i m o r t a n t  f ac to r  both i n  the  
e f f ic iency  of t h e  tcetcaatcei-root and i n  the p rfor:l:ance of the fire-dance. 

The crazy-da~cers  ac t  as r id iculously  a s  possicle, and amoy every 
one i n  camp. Sometimes one of thelr w i l l .  a c t  l i k e  a bird.  fie w i l l  climb 
up a tent-pole and s i t  on t op  of t h e  t en t ,  li'rce a bird.  The r e s t ,  coming 
up, shcot a t  him, aimins t h e i r  arrows backward over t h e i r  sholllders. The 
dancer on t h e  tent-pole then f a l l s  down, r o l l s  over, and l i e s  dead. After  
t h i s  he may impersonate a buffalo o r  some other animal, and h i s  companions 
shoot hi% again. The dancers pursue every one wno ventures out of h i s  
t en t ,  and do a l l  the  mischief they are  capable o f .  I f  another t r i b e ,  such 
a s  perhaps the  Cheyenne, are  camped not f a r  away, the crazy-dancers msy 
run several  miles t o  k i l l  dogs there .  I f  a chief  or o ther  dist in6uished 
man, becomirg a n p y  a t  t h e i r  provocations and l ibe rs t i es ,  should take h i s  
bow t o  shoot a t   the^, t he  dancers by a single motion w o a  paralyze h i s  
arms. It is s a id  t h a t  i f  a man fro@ f e a r  should r e f r a in  from enter in?  t h i s  
dance with hhs pro ye r company, he would be p a r t i c ~ l a r l y  pzrsecct ed during 
t h e  e n t i r e  dance. Of a l l  t he  people i n  t he  camp-circle: only the  crazy- 
dancers1 grandfathers a r e  exempt from annoyance. 

On the l a s t  day the dancers rub t h e i r  hands over the bottoms of sooty 
k e t t l e s ,  and then s l a p  themselves over t h e  body and face. 

The crazy-dancers do whatever they can i n  reverse fashion. They " ta lk  
backward," a s  the Indians say; t h a t  is, they say the d i r ec t  opposite of 
what they mean. hhen t h e i r  e lder  brothers summon the3  t o  a f ea s t ,  they say, 
*Do not come!" If they should say, t he  dancers would not come. 
When one of t he  dancers i s  catrying a coroparatively heavy load, such a s  a 
dog, he a c t s  a s  i r  it weighed almost nothing; while? i f  he i s  carrping a 
puppy, he pretends t ha t  is i s  exceedirqly heayy. The shooting-backward over 
t he  shoulder t h a t  has been mentioned is done f o r  the sme reason. 

The foolishness of the  dancers i s  connec td  w i t h  t h e i r  owl-feathered 
c i r c l e t s .  Mnen they en te r  a t e n t  f o r  a f ea s t ,  they take o f f . t h e s e  head-bands 


