
l a s t  word, the  men a l l  shoot a t  a  buffalo-chip ly ing jus t  ins ide  the  door, 
shouting and jmping toward it. It i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  is  not done by t h e  
e n t i r e  coqany of par t i c ipan ts  i n  t he  dancing-lodge, but by each group of 
dancers i n  t h e i r  grandather's t en t ,  where t h e i r  r e g ~ l i a  have been made. 
After shooting- a t  t h e  buffalo-chip, t he  d a n c e ~ s  ?rocee2 t o  make t he  c i r c u i t  
of t h e   cam^ c i r c l e  i n  s ing le  f i l e .  On r l tu rn ing  they undress again. 

I n  t h e  dancing-lodge the  pleduer of the dance i s  the f i r s t  t o  dancce, 
stand;n>r o p ~ o s i t e  h i s  grandfather, who dsnces with him. Then the  white 
foo l  dances opposite h i s  grandfather. Then the  e n t i r e  company dance i n  
a c i r c i e .  This order i s  en t i r e ly  -nalogous t o  t ha t  followed i n  the preced- 
ing c e r e ~ o n j e s .  The dancers a l so  j u r r ~  up an3 down, a s  i n  these dances, but 
t h e  posi t ion taken i n  dancing d i f f e r s  f ro2  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  and second 
dances. The crazy-dancers hold one hand over t he  eyes, and the other ew- 
t e ~ d e d  out from the  body 3 n l i  somewhat down, and blow t h e i r  whist les.  

The ceremonies of t h i s  day a r e  concluded with a spectacular dance 
throurh t h e  f i r e  with bare f ee t .  Two e lde r  brothers of the companv and the* 
wives, go t o  two ~ r a n d f a t h e r s  of t he  company and t h e i r  wives, and a r e  
taught by them how t o  build t h e  f i r e .  The two older woven i n s t ruc t  t he  
two women, and t he  older  men, t he  men. They receive property fo r  t h i s .  The 
e lder  brothers and t h e i r  wives s p l i t  tent-poles and bui ld  the f i r e .  The 
two grandfathers then show them how the  g l o W i q  coals are  t o  be spread. 
After  having ziven t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o ~ ,  they take  away the horses o r  o ther  
property t h a t  they receive i n  p s p e n t .  The dancers now dance again, and a t  
the conclusion rush i n to  t h e  f i r e ,  stampinc- o r  dancinq En it u n t i l  they have 
trampled it  out.  Then they run about the  camp-circle. 

For t he  night a f t e r  t h i s  fire-dance, and for t h e  threc succeed'ne days, 
the  dancers a r e  supposed t o  be crazy. They ac t  i n  as e x t r a v a p n t  and fool- 
i s h  a mnner  a s  possible,  and a r e  allowed f u l l  l i cense  t o  do whatever they 
pleala  anywhere through the  cam? except within t h e  t en t s .  A root.which 
the? have attached t o  one of th'eir arrows, t o  t h e i r  owl-feathered bead- 
c i r c l e t s ,  and t o  t h e i r  capes, is  supposed t o  make then: extraordinar i ly  
ac t i ve  durine t h i s  period, and t o  give them t h e  power of paralyzing men 
a d  animals. This root i s  ca l led  t ce tcaa tce i .  Only very s n a l l  pieces of it 
a r e  used. These could not be ident i f ied .  The Gros Ventres use a root, which 
they c a l l  by a d i a l e c t i c  f o m  of t he  same name, f o r  sin-i lar  purposes. They 
declare t h a t  t h i s  root  i s  the  well-known poisonocs wild parsnip. It seems 
very probably t h a t  the same plant i s  used by the two It is believed 
t h a t  i f  a  l i v in -  th in?  i s  touc5ed with t h i s  medi cine a f t e r  it has been pre- 
pared by t h e  o lder  men and ziven t o  the dancers, i n a b i l i t y  t o  move w i l l  re- 
sclt. It is thought t h a t  t h e  seqe e f f ec t  can be produced by a dancer 
swee~in~g h i s  ca,e, which has the root  attached t o  it, aver t i e  t racks  of 
a perscn or animal. It is sa id  t h a t  birds,  which leave no tracks,  a r e  t he  
only beings t h a t  cannot thus be paralyzed. kuch is to ld  aboxt the power of 
the crazy-dancers when armed with t h i s  meaicine. 3ne narra tor ,  when a boy, 
saw a hunter driving a buffalo-bull toward tile camp during the  crazy-dance. 
The hunter, on seeit-g t h e  dancers, dismounted and walked off  t o  h i s  t en t ,  
afxaid of being paralyzed together with t he  buffalo. The lancers brushed 


