
fn t he  hope t ha t  by giving: their blood as an offering they would have good luck 
on t he  warpath which usually immediately f o l l o ~ d r  It was not a t e s t  of a 
warrior's valor* I member I saw an Indian naraed Bull  Torque, a Cheyenne, 
being cut at a sun dance, but as i t  happened the man who was cu t t i ng  him was , 
nervous p rhaps becaus e white people3 weirs there. H i s  trand slipped rand gashed 
B i l l  Tongue. This ended t'ne cutt ing,  as  according t o  t he  custom of the! rfte the 
accidental  cut was considered an a c t  of God, relieving him of h i s  vow, so he 
did not swing t o  the pale and I rofssed seeing that ceremony. I believe the  ~ho&bnes 
and, Crows have revived the sun dance and the Craws especialy-y sontetinsss put it on 
f o r  motley and even have several  i n  one -era Among the  Cheyenne and Arapaho 
I n d i m s  i f  several =en vowed t he  dance, the first one t o  announce it gave the  
ceremony and t h e  others merely t m  k part. With the  exception of one plague year 
I believe the  Arapahoes never had more than one sun dance i n  a surrurllar. 

There was one sun dance rr:corded i n  photographs by hrsey which was held so 
late i n  the f a l l  tha t  snow fell gnd tho naked dancers had quite a t ine  of it. I 
believe t h i s  i s  in the book on t h e  Arapaho Wddance, or  Re-SZrth L&ge as it 
is called in t h e i r  language, 

A s  you know, the  Si~ux dances were suppressed in the  &Its, but thore was 
some account of it by old- t imrs  i n  Francis De~laoore's book TM'OM SI f lUX b3JSIC 
published by the Bureau of il;ilerican 3thnoloi3~r. 

CordiCly yours, 


