
39 

q r  son George ( 9 :.rs. of age) returned from boarding school, my f a the r  makes him - 
rise as ea r ly  as he does, stand out i n  the open with him, both holding the r i g h t  

hand toward the r i s ing  sun a ~ d  singing this song, (4 ;~ )  Together they sing the 

morning song tha t  he j u s t  sang f o r  you. Keigh5ors say t h a t  when my f a the r  passes 

away, they will grea t ly  miss his singing t h i s  ~ o r n i n g  song,) 

The Sioux didn' t  divide their time i n t o  weeks, If a man wished t o  c m n t  

nights very accurately --nights and not days were counted - he marked hfs pipe s t i c k  

with grooves, ( s t i c k  used in plugging tobacco i n t o  cup of pipe), each groove represent. 

ing a night. 3% knew how inany nights it took f o r  the  moon to get t o  a querter; so 

it was easy to  count the nights ahead. We might want t o  know this ra ther  a c c u ~ a t e l y  

if we were sendinp; notice to  another t r i b e  t h a t  we were meeting them a t  a cer ta in  

time i n  a cer ta in  pLace, 

Ye did not have weeks l i k e  the Tfhites but we did have moons. A rnoon begins 

"when the moon is dead" (new moon), Ritanin means "the moon i s  howing* or !tmoon 

is coming t o  l i f e ,  tt ( f i r s t  quarter); wiatayatanin means "the moon has come t o  l i f e n ,  

o r  " a l l  of the moon i s  showingJtt(full moon); wiyaspapi mecms "the moon i s  d$ingH, 

or  "a part  i s  eaten off  the noonu, ( l a s t  quarter), 

The names of months of the year are: Frost-in-the-,house o r  The-first-of-winter, 

( ~ecember) , Middle-of-%he-%inter ( January ) , Then-the-trees-crack (February), 

Hair-grows-on-the-cal f o r  PeopEa-have-sore-eyes-f r o m - s n o w - b l i i  (Adarc h) , 
Buff alo-,%ve-calzres ( ~ g r i l ) ,  ?&en-cros cus es-Sloss orrt (-1 ,When-Juneberries-ripen- 

and-%urn-black (June) , a d d l e - o f - s m e r  (3d.y) , Cherries-turn-black o r  Cherries-turn- 

r ipe  ( ~ u ~ u s t j ,  Plums-turn-scarle t-red ( ~ e ~ t e m b e r )  , When-leaves-turn-yellow (OC tober) , 
When-leaves-are-off-the-trees o r  %hen-the-cranes-come-back-from-the 

(43.) See P la t e  2. 


