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winu'rcala (old woman). Old age s e t  i n  when a man o r  a woman was no loner  able 

t o  do the work tha t  he o r  she had always done and tha t  a man o r  a woman was expected 

t o  do. Some enter  this age a t  sixty; I did not enter i t  u n t i l  I was eighty, When 

s boy's voice broke, (he imitated the tones) it was a sign tha t  he was becoming a 

man, The bravest and most honest m n  in the l o c d i t y  then took it upon himself 

t o  take such a boy and t o  throw hiin i n to  cold water, usually in to  the river.  This 

was to t r a i n  the b y  i n  having a brave heart; it was t o  teach Mm patience and to  

give him an opportunity Cuo show the control of his anger. He had t o  l ea rn  to 

endupe not only t h i s  kind of thing, but other harships, as  well, I was thrown 

i n to  the r ive r  three times by my fattier, I36 did rough things l i k e  tha t  to  m e  t o  

see if I would get  angry, I was the  youngest boy in our family and had a hard 

time growing up, Ady older brothers and cousins teased me a good deal, 

The year i s  divided in to  four seasons b r  our people: waniyeta (winter), 

wetu (spring), blaketu (summer), and ptaniyetu(fall) ,  (40) Each season has three 

moons. The gear begins with the winter: it begins i n  t-he moon when the leaves are 

all brown and f a l l  from the trees,  and when the, cranes from the north f l y  south 

bringing snow with them, When this happens, people say, '%inter i s  about hGm,* 

Winter has arrived when a l l  birds have gone south, and a l l  animals and everyone 

e lse  seeks sheltered places. Soon buffalo and a l l  anintals have grown suf f ic ien t  hair  

for protection against the cold. This happens about the second moon of winter, The 

peak of the winter i s  on when f r o s t  foms  i n  the houses, and when t rees  crack because 

of the  cold. During t h i s  moon, the l a s t  moon of the winter, the unborn buffalo calves 

look blue and there are  few hairs on t h e i r  noses. This i s  discovered when a rnother cow 

is k i l led  accidentally.  

(40) Haydents account gives tb same terminology: wet-tu, spring, three noong, 
coming i n  of spring; bel-o-ket-tu, f a i r  weather, coming i n  of summer; 
ptanr-e-tu, c d n g  i n  of autumn, three fa l l  months; wa-nit-i-tu, coming i n  
of winter, three winter months. (Loc, c i t e ,  p, 376.) 


