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m e n  buffalo were scarce and people were on the point of starving, we a t e  dogs; 

(38) tha t  is, pup2ies i n  the prime of l i f e .  When t h e i r  bodies a r e  too heavy f o r  t h e i r  

s m a l l  legs,  dogs seem t o  be runnin3 s idewise ;  wen, t ha t ' s  when they a re  i n  the prime 

of l i f e ,  Dog meat i s  gotten t h i s  way: A s t i c k  is l a i d  across the dog's neck and some 

one s teps  on t h i s  u n t i l  the dog dies.  Then, a bonfire i s  b u i l t  and all his ha i r  singed 

off ,  Next the skin i s  well washed and scraped, then the head cut  off ,  wrapped up and 

l a i d  aside; - We consider the  head something very special  and i t  i s  usually served t o  

distinguished v i s i t o r s ,  - The body i s  then cu t  up i n t o  s m a l l  pieces and boiled like 

buffalo meat, It was a custom among the Sioux t o  e a t  dog meat a t  cer ta in  ceremonies 

l i k e  the Clown Dance, it  was not pa r t  of t h e  regular die t ;  it was eaten only when people 

were starving and there were no buffalo, Since most families had faced such a t h e ,  

every family kept a female dog and consider her valuable. Puppies would t-hen i n  a l l  

probabil i ty be on hand should it happen t h a t  ehildren were hungry and people starving, 

The Sioux l i k e  f i s h  and a t e  every var ie ty  whenever any were caught, even though 

buffalo were p len t i fu l ,  Fish were caught by means of l i n e s  made by twisting hairs of 

a horse's t a i l  between index f ingers  and thumbs, When a cord was of t he  desired 

length, one end was t i e d  t o  a pole, made of the branch of a t r ee  o r  of willow, To the 

other  end, we t i e d  the l e g  o r  breast  muscles of a bird. fu'o hooks were used, After 

the  f i s h  swailowed the meat wc pulled it out of the water, I caught my f i r s t  f i s h  when 

I was about ten years old i n  the r i v e r   oxel elder Creek) 

(38) -%c?mith notes t h a t  dog meat cannot be called a domestic dish; t h a t  nit i s  not  
ea$an, except i n  case of d i r e  necessity, a s  it  i s  considered too de l ica te  f o r  
ordinary consunption; but i s  u s ~ ~ a l l y  eaten a t  a spec ia l  f ea s t  i n  honor of warriors 
of renarm, t o  whom, a s  the hiehest mark of courtesy, the head i s  given, ( ~ o c , c i t . ,  
p, 255.) C a U n .  i n  speaking of a f e a s t  a t  which dog meat was served writes; 
"TMs f eas t  was unquestionqblg given t o  us, as  the most undoubted evidence they 
could give us  of t h e i r  friendship; and we, who knew the  s p i r i t  and feel ing i n  
which it was given, could not but t r e a t  i t  r e s p e c t ~ u l l y ,  and receive i t  a s  a very 
high and marked compliment. (Loc, c i t . ,  1913, 1: 258-260. ) For Dakota mefiu i n  
general see Parkman, Francis, The Oregon t r a i l ,  Boston, 1930, pp. 186-7, Hayden 
F, V,, Contributions t o  the ethnography and philology of the  Indian t r i b e s  of the 
JAissouri valley, i n  Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, Philadel- * 

phia, 1862, pp, 369-71; Beckwith, loc. c i t . ,  p. 254.) 


