
Years ago I: adopted my adopted brother's son, a four-year-old boy named John 

Growler; his fa ther  was dying of tuberculosis. I invited his mother, his mother's 

mother, and all h i s  re lat ives  who might have had a claim t o  him, t o  a feast .  These 

discussed the matter among themselves and when a l l  were sa t i s f ied  that  I might adopt 

the bog, one of the reldt ives  expressed the sentiment of a l l  i n  a short  speech. The 

boy then stayed with us. Re treated him the same a s  our own children. He died i n  the 

army a t  Hoboken, New Jersey i n  1918. Had he l ived  he should have inherited from me 

jus t  l i k e  my own children. 

I always wanted a son; but here i s  what happened: When I was t h i r t y  years old 

I shot my first  eagle, the only one I ever shot. I shot it on t h i s  s ide  of Bullhead 

(Standing Rock Reservation) near Haystack Wrtte. I was going along one day when I n o t  

iced an eagle s i t t i n g  up there on the butte. Jus t  as  he s tar ted t o  take f l i g h t  I 

shot him. I shot him to  ge t  his feathers  - eagle feathers, as  you may know, a re  

valuable, the t a i l  feathers more so than the wing feathers. The men i n  our loca l i ty  

heard tha t  I had shot an eagle and came t o  my house. I gave a Feather to each one of 

the men who had the reputation of being a brave man. (16) These were Running Horse, 

Crazy B u l l ,  Red Feather,and Turns Holy. 

Eagle feathers could be worn only by chiefs, sons of chiefs, councilmen and 

warriors. AU. others could wear feathers of other birds and wear them anywhere on 

the body, but; not on the head. T b  chiefs wore only one f eatker md it was worn 

on the b&ck 'df the head with the q u i l l  end stuck through two l i t t l e  braids of ha i r  

om above the other; the other end of the feather protruded above the head. Council- 

men, sons of chiefs aad warriors wore t h e i r  feathers a t  an.51es on the side of the i r  

head,. If a warrior returned from a b a t t l e  i n  which he had performed a brave deed, 

sowone might hadn him an eagle feather. Ee would s t i ck  t h i s  in to  h i s  hair  on the 

side of his  head and i n  whatever manner it happened t o  be, well t ha t  would be h is  

way of wearing it. Only one braid was made on the 

(16) Eastman records $h%t sinoe the eagle i s  the most war-like hnd the most 
kingly of a l l  birds and since i t s  feathers are unlike any others, the Sio.a 

used i t s  feathers t o  sigoify bravery. (Loc. c i te .  PP* 143-5) 


