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The c a r t s ,  t o  t h e  number of two hundred and t h i r t e e n ,  advhnced i n  t h r e e  columgg 
some be& drawn by oxen and o the r s  by horses ,  They f o m e d  nlblea much longer  
than would a t  f i r s t  be xhagined i f  one d id  notknow Akii 2- that t o  each of these  
conveyaBces a r e  a t t ached  s h a f t s  of from f i f t e e n  t o  e ighteen  f e e t  i n  length .  

Inaddi t iong some horsemen d ispersed  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  and d i s a p p  a red  i n  
t h e  d i s t ance ,  only coming back i n  t h e  evening t o  t h e  p l a c e  i n d i c a t e d  tin advanc 
f o r  the  camp. Like s k i l f u l  s a i l o r s ,  
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tltrktse ch i ld ren  of t h e  p r a i r i e s  march f o r  e n t i r s  days through h i l l s  and vallegt 
which, t o  t h e  eye of t h e  s t r anger ,  o f f e r  ao th ing  d i s t i n c t i v e  , and they a r r i v e  
i n  t h e  evenhg,sometiues i n  complete d arkness,  p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h e  p o i n t  i n d i c a t e d  

He had no t  seen any buf fa lo  bu tb in  p l a c e  of this he brought two cranes,  one 
of which spanned e i g h t  f e e t  and th ree  inches,  This b i rd ,  t h e  f-&esh of which 
t a s t e s  bad, i s  abundant i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country. It feeds  on r o o t s  which 
i t  d i g s  out  of t h e  ground &nd p u l l s  up with i t s  b i l l .  When wounded it 
becomes a r e d o m t a b l e  adversary. Rais ing i t s  head t o  the  heightof  a man, it 
pursues i n  i t s  $urn t h e  huntsman and t r i e s  t o  pluck out his eyes. It has 
hgppened that young savages have hd t h e i r  b e l l i e s  p ierced  and t h e i r  i n t e s t i n e s  
devoured by t h i s  fe roc ious  b i rd .  
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We had ha rd ly  t r ave led  more than  a h a l f  hour when we caught s&ht of a he rd  of 
b u f f a l o  b u l l s ,  ffe recognized them from -&a! q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  by t h e i r  h a b i t  
of Geeping f ~ ~ b n n u r  f a e t h e r  a p a r t  than t h e  cows do. We advanced a t  a g e n t l e  g 
ga l lop  and were wi th in  two o r  t h r e e  rods of them while they were s t i l l  grL.zing 
peaceful ly .  Then we slowed our horses  down t o  a walk; f o r ,  i f  one goes up s o f t  
s o f t l y ,  they do n o t  t ake  f l i g h t  u n t i l  on2 g e t s  very c lose  t o  them. 

Althou&h they ahowe; l i t t l e  anx ie ty  a t  our -approach, they  gave evidence 
of bad humor. Some threw i n t o  t h e  a i r  eddies  of d u s t  w i t r ~  t h e i r  f r o n t  hoofs;  
o t h e r s  relied on t h e  ground l i k e  horses ,  then, with the  a g i l i t y  of a hare ,  
they sprang up yuicgly. A few, nore c a r e f u l  of t h e i r  g r a v i t y ,  locked a t  us  
f ixed ly ,  l e t t h g  escape from time t o  time a d u l l  and muffled bellowing; t h e  
repeated 
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s w i t c h i w  of t h e i r  ta i l s  showed us,  never the less ,  that our presence was n o t  
any more agreeable  t o  them than  t o  t h e i r  companions. 

A t  l a s t  the s i g n a l  was given; we s t r i k e  spurs  t o  our horses  and these  t i  
tliickand heavy masses f l e e  s w i f t l y  before  us. Severa l  a r e  overthrown a t  t h e  
f i r s t  onslaught; o the r s ,  f e e l i n g  themselves mor ta l ly  wounded, 
s top ,  fu r ious ly  t e a r i n g  up tile ground o r  pawing i t  with t h e i r  f r o n t  hoofs 
i k e  rams. Under a b r i s t l i n g  t u f t  of hair t a e i r  eyes spa rk le  w % t h  rage ana warn 
t h e  most Antrepid hunters  t:; keep a t  a r e s p e c t f u l  d i s t ance .  
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