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Vhite men 1iv1ng in Indian country were sometimes 1nd1rferent to title
of Indian proparty‘ They rﬁpmrded the Indians as & defeated people being
kept prisoner at government expense, and Indian reservations as government
lond belonging to the white mens, It was no uncommon thina for men needing fire
wood br timber fbr building to go into the reservation and come out with
wagon loands of Indian timber, If questioned about this they would laugh and
say ﬁlt's Uncle Sem's timber, and we are Uncle Sam's boys.” I once live& in
& town in n westain Oklohormn where the foundution of the church,I attended
was mﬁde of dedar logs stolen from s neighboring rusarvntiony S0 ménj ceder
trees were cut on that reservation for fehce posts that £he Indians‘had‘to
o to Montana to get te@ee poles, If the white timber thieves could find
fire ﬁood already cut’by the Indians, they congratulated themselves and looded
their wsgons with th t, On one oceasion an 0ld Cheyenne women who was cutting

'h rd wood for s le rotested and rushed the thiev96 with her knife. They

were too many for her, howsver, and tied her Q trea and beat her nearly

to death, afterwards going away‘without reléasing her, Her relativas found
here two days l-ter,

Troubtle over cattle waa another difficulty which the Indian police

\encountered. The cattleran could not baar to aea all that grass going to

waste, and cantinunlly drova their cattle Upon Indian land to fatten them.



