.

One's first sight of an Indian doliceman was likely to be disappointing.
Indians brought up to wear moccasins and‘buoksins never felt at home in the
white men's clothes., Uniforms issued to policemen never fitted, although
}1iberally supplied with gold buttons and a nickel police badges Sometimss
the policeman wore moccasins, but often he tottered about on runover

cowboy boot heels, Tesides his uniform, he earrie& a huge six shooter, &
cartridge beit,,ané 4 lerge uncrushed black felt hat. The dominant impression
was of heavy armaﬁént snd a poker face, Visitors on the reservation were
1ikely to become nervous when they found oﬁe of these silent pdlicementfollow-
ing them about, but‘the polic man was ax@eéted to keep track of strangers

and expel intruders as well es keep order. Most of the trouble on reeerva-
tions was cocused %y white men, and such surveillance was & @art of the
policenan's duty. |

The Indian pdlicemsn was literal minded, and obeyed order to the lett r.
He could noi be corrupted and he nover weakened., Clark nh&é@%g} tells the.
story of an agent, new to ﬁha Weost, who hed a striking 1llustration of
strict obedience to his orders. News wes brought thot 8 certain white men with
end Indien wife was on a drunk; thre tening to kill his family. The aéent
sent a policemen to arfest ﬁhe offender, gliving emphatic orders, “Bring him ’
dead or alive. Do not come baek without him," By the ti.e thé 105@ policeman
arrived at the scene of the trouble, the woman'g broth r had killpd the drunk
in gelf defense, and the farily was busy lsying oui the corpse. The policeman
astonished them all by insisting th t he would:take th: body to thehagenoy.
The Indisns orgued and threatened to no svail, The police an merely said

"Leent's orders" borrowed a wagon, and drove off through the night. At



