condition of things at many =2gencies which he had visited officially. I
quote fromr this letter, dated Chieago, Aug. 20, 1881:
(or:itted)
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It waes in the early and strenuous days of that winter that there floated
into the agency from the outside world = story thot was at once funny and
exasperating. Some string-fiend had sent out a fake to the effect that
arrengementa had been made, or were being made, for putiing thz remains of
Sitting Bull on exhibition, then I heard of the story first I lpaid no
attention to it. I had be:n present at the burial of Sitting Bull and I
knew that his grave hed not been disturbed. But absurd as the story was it
attracted atte;ztion in the east snd there are perhaps some people who still
balieve there may have been something
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in it. In any event the fake was not permitted to get past without being
officially noted, nnd I was not much astonished -- considering the other
absurd things that h d been called offieleslly to the attention of the
department -- to recieve ons day an official corrmmication concerning it.

At that time Dr. T. A. Bland, an enthusiastie, i not slways disereet,
friend of the Indian, was at the head of the National Indisn Defense
Association. In that dny the friemds of the Indisn in the eaat got much of
their informeation as to the events in the eamp ¢f the prople they would
befriend from the public prints, The writers of Indian news generally pot
their inférnntidn as to the Indiasn from imaginations that were not much
exsrcises., But when thé chief officer of the Indian Defense Assoclation
addressed a communication to the Indian C fice it had to be given official
attention. Dr. Blend hears, or rerd, that Sitting Bull was to be used for
post morten show' purposes and he wrote the commissioner of Indian Affairs

a letter which was rererred tp me for a report. I!lere is the letter:



