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Director,

Hational Park Setvice,

Depurtment of the Interior,

Washington, D.C. )

Dear Sir:

I shell prefice this letter by telling you mho I zm, in orger that
you nay have confidence in the information ocilered. I am & professzor in this
University, & former Fhodes Scholer, end & Fellow of the Gug -wenheim Memorisl
Poundetion, and served for two yeurs sc a Ceptein of lield Art&l;erv AEWF.
Under uy pen-nume, Stanley Vestal, I have published & dozem books abcu+ the
West end the Pleins Indisns, in-luding a siagvapny of Sitiing %ull, and thet
of his living nofphew, Chief Joseph Wnite Bull, under the title TARPATHS

I heve just returnedfirom & trip into the northern plsins, where I
wes doing resesrch asong the old Indiens. Om sy wey through the Black Hills
I stopped &t the Wind Ceve Nutionsl Perk, snd was very favorsbly impressed
by the courtesy and efficiency of the staff. Fhile there I wes gbven &
booklet on the ¥ind Cave Netional Park. It is attrective and well turned out.

In this o klet I find & stetement thet the vind Cuve waa éisccveredM
by & shite san in 1851. OFf course it vas imom to the Sioux Indians long
fofe thet. As I recall, their celendars show thet they discovered the ﬁﬁllu
sbout the time the Declarstion of Independence ves signed.

, As you way know, the four winds weve uajor cdleties of the Plains -
tribes, and wind was associated in their belief with the breath of life énd
the vitel principle. Hence the Cave of the VWinds wes & sccred spot to them.
Ygny of the Pleins tribes had myths in zhich the story was told of how the 2
bugfdlﬂ first ceme cut of a save (I suppose this was an eajectification oﬁ
the fact thaet all flesh is mude of esrth), i Chief ‘hite Bull(Pte San
Hunka) ,Sitting Bull's living nephew, informed tﬁ »e that the Sioux believed
thet the ¥ind Cave in the Black Hills was the cave from which Wekean Tanka,the
Great lystery, sentfitienm out into the Sioux hunting grounds. This was one
regson why the Sioux fought so hard for the Black Hills when they were
indeded by the whites. The Chief elso told me that some of his people still '
hoped thet vhen they had regeined the favor of their aoas, the uffelo would
once more izcue from that cave, snd £ill the Plains.

These facts, %ith their rather touching inplicstions and historieil
importance, scem to me to serit meation im the nexmt edition of your bookleb
on the Win@ Cave Hationel Park. At suy rate, I :m sending them jour wey,
hoping they vay interest you end others conpected with the Park Service.

Yours sincerely,

e 5o CAPHILL ||



