Before making a selection, an examination of the lodges belonging to
each bani was made; and eack band was required to sppoint a number of tleir
principal men, in proportion to tleir lodges, to volte in the election. This
gave to some of the bands six or seven, and t© oti}ers only three voters, but
a falr representation according to numbers. When the principal men or Chisfs
'of the bands had been selected, they were seated on tle grass in a semi-circle,
in front of the Gommissioners, the delegation of each band together, and the

whole band a few yards in the rear of the representatives. The actual number

e

of representatives or voters was twenty-four. The Lolonel then caused an
equal number\orf;ticwks/ br twigs to be cut, of like length, and placed one in
the hand of each voter, and then informed them that he would select and place
in the center of the circle, a man for the Chief of the nation. 1If they were
w#illing to %take nim, and respect him and sustain him as wuch, they would give
their sticks to the Indian selected. I1f they did rot wish to take him, they
»muld keep their sticks or sive them back to him. This mode of election was
very fully explsined to each band, and every one understood it, for each band
had its own favorite interpreter. 4ll things being ready, the Colonel pro-
ceeded to select his man fa Chief. No one present, save himself and col-
league, knew on whom the choice wuld fall, but it so turned out that the man
he had sslected was one of the voters of the Bard,MAH-TOE~WAH-YU-WHEY, or the
Frightning Bear. His name is commonly pronounced Matoe-iow-way. He is a man
of betwgen thirty end forty years of age, amd as fine a fommed person as was to
:Ee found among the Indians. He is connected with a large and powerful fanily,
fmnning into several of the bands, and altho gh no chief, he is a brave of the
highest reputation. Among the whites, and nearly all of them knew him, he bears
an unspotted reputation for honesty, cowrage and good behavior., His “ace indi-
cates intelligence, firmess and kindmess, and his eyes are clear and piercinge.
His dress, which was much inferior to t'wse of his band associated with him, in-

dicated indifference to his nersonal acpearance. I1n fom and menner, I certainly




