
Excerpt from D. D. M t c h e l l l s  l e t t e r  of Nov. U, 1851 transmitt irg his repor t  and 

t r e a t y  recent ly  concluded a t  Fort  Laramie between himse73 and Agent F i t z p t r i C k  a s  

Conm, of U,S. various Pra i r ie  and Mountz2.n tr ibes:  

The m a s t  important provisions in the erccmpanyiw t r e a t y  I consider t o  be the 

following: l s t ,  T h  r i g h t  acknowledged, anl granted on the par t  of the Indians, t o  

the United States ,  to establish roads, mi l i t a rg  ard other posts t b u g h o u t  t h e  Indian 

country, s o  f a r  as they claim or exercise ownership over it. 2nd, The solemn obli- 

gations they have entered into,  t o  maintain peaceful re la t ions  among therriselves, and 

to abstain  from Q depredations upon the whites passing through the country, and to 

make r e s t i t u t i on  f o r  any damage o r  l o s s  t h a t  a white man shal l  sus ta in  by the acts  of 

their people. 3rd, The s e t t l i n g  up of a l l  f o m e r  complaints on the p a r t  of t he  Indians 

for  the destruction of t h e i r  buffalos, timber, grass, etc.  caused by the passirg of 

the whites thmugh t h e i r  country: %he presents received a t  the time were considered a s  

full payment, 4th, The promised annuity of 350,000 fo r  f i f t y  years, to  be delivered 

i n  such a r t i c l e s  a s  tkir  changing condition m y  from time to time require. A s  t h i s  

i s  tb on ly  a r t i c l e  i n  the t r e a t y  tha t  w i l l  cos t  money t o  the Gwernment, f v d l l  

b r i e f ly  s t a t e  the  reasons by which I was influenced, and the g o d  r e su l t s  which I 

believe it will ultimately produce. 

Fifty thousard do l la rs  f o r  a l imited period of years i s  a small amount t o  be 

dis t r ibuted among a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  thmsand Indians, especially when we consider t-hat 

we have taken, o r  a r e  rapidly taking away froin them 611 means of support, by what may 

be considered a p a r t i a l  occupancy of t he i r  s o i l .  On the  score of economy, to say 

nothing of jus t ice  o r  humanity, I believe t h a t  amount would be well expended. In tb 

opinions of the best  informed persons (who had an opportunity of judging) it w i l l  in 

a l l  probabil i ty save tb countrjr from the ruinous and useless expenses of a war against  

tha P r a i r i e  t r ibes ,  which would cost  many millions, and be productive of nothing but 

increased feelings of h o s t i l i t y  on the pa r t  of t.he Indians, and annoyance end vexation 

t o  tb Government. The lessons of experiencebught us  during the Florida gar, and which 
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